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I n  Jus t  a  fe l r  sho r t  weeks ,  some o f  us  wr l ]  be  ga the r rng  on  the  banKs  o r
the  Oh j .o  R ive r ,  rene \4 / i ng  o ld  f r i endsh ips  and  mak ing  ne i r  f r i ends  f l om Mars .
I t  appea ls  we  w i l l  have  a  good  tu rn -ou t ,  as  a l l  80  rooms  se t -as ide  fo r
the Mars, haviSeen reseFedl-ffdre-roonrr-wil1-65--Ev-ai#1e, but you must
make  rese rva t i o i s  now.  * * *  1 -840  292 -20 '79  USS Mars  book inq  #4239  * * *
P lease  reg i s te r  a l l  gues ts  under  the  Mars  book ing  number .  I f  we  have  a
Lo ta l  o f  150  peop le ,  Du tch  w i l l  be  ab le  to  rece i ve  a  subs tan t i a l  reba te

USS MARS Reunion Wdcome
Riverriew Hotd

REUNION COORDINATOR Cincinnati/Covington
ERNIE (  DUTCH )  MUELIER

5 ?  5  H a w t h o r n e  A v e .
C i . n c i n n a t i ,  o H  4 5 2 0 5

( 5 1 3  )  9 2 1 - 0 3 1 0
Reunion Ifeadquarters

Regrs t ra t i on  fo rms  have  been  lece i " ved  f rom those  l i s ted  be1ow.  We a re
su re  to  have  many  su rp r i se  gues ts  i n  ou !  hosp i ta l i t y  room on  F r iday  and
Saturday- We have no rescrict.Lons, g_g__n ,Ll_g!_ ql l0f l_e decr s r on to artend
w i l l  be  no  p rob l .em and  you  a re  mos t  we fcome any t ime  du r ing  the  reun ion .
* * * * * * *  BRING A  P ICTURE OP YOURSELF F 'ROM YOUR YOUNGER DAYS ON MARS * * * * "
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I  t  ? l
. F '

Nol Sur€ itYou're
Coming o! Going?

B i l f  &  E l e a n o r  L a d a  1 9 6 5 - 6 7
John  &  Shar ron  La  Page  1965-67
L a r r y  M a r t i n  1 9 6 8 - 7 0
J o h n  D .  M i f l i k e n  I 9 6 8 - 7 0
D u t c h  &  B e t t y  M u e l l e r  1 9 6 8 - 6 9
c e c j . l  &  K a t h y  O p p i e  1 9 6 8 - 6 9
Ter ry  &  Te res i ta  P r inne l
1 9 6 9 - 7 5
Frank  &  Judy  Raw l  1965-6?
R o b e r t  E .  S a n s o n  1 9 6 3 - 6 6
Per ry  &  Barba ra  She l ton  1967-68
W a l . t  &  S u e  S i r m a n  1 9 6 3 - 6 6
M a r v i n  &  E d a  S n y d e r  1 9 6 3 - 6 6
M i c h a e l  R .  T o y  1 9 6 3 - 6 5
G e o r g e  C .  W a t k l n s  1 9 6 5 - 6 6

i  c  n ^ l -  l  r  c l - 6 ^  - | l -  . ^

i f + o n r l i  n d  t h  i  c  r o ' r n l  ^ n

October 15 - 17
6 6 8  F i f t h  S t r e e t
Cov ing ton ,  KY
|  6 0 6 )  4 9 1  - 1 2 0 0

Earn ie  &  Caro l i ne  B reed ing
1 9 6 3 - 6 5
M i c h a e l  J .  c i a c c i o  1 9 7 3 - 7 5
Roger  L ,  Compton  &  N ina
r  9 6 8 - 7 0
qeln€.s & -sandra Preeman 196-l-65
S t e v e  E  J u d i  c r o s s m a n  1 9 6 3 - 6 5
F r a n k  R .  H a r t  1 9 6 3 - 6 7
D e n n i s  M .  H a t f  i e . I d  1 9 6 3 - 6 5
R o n  &  Y u k r e  H e n n i n g  1 9 6 7 - 7 0
c e o r g e  E .  J o h n s o n  1 9 6 3 - 6 6
Evere t t  &  Te ruko  Jones  1955-68
E f n e r  &  C o f l e e n  K a i . s e r  1 9 7 3 - 7 6
J o s e p h  D .  K a y  1 9 6 8 - 7 0
A l!9_rt-L!ari,.L4lt-uL99-D,:t9+-J 2
c e r a l d  &  C a r o l  K e s s i n g e r  1 9 6 3 - 6 5

For those t"7ho !" i l f  be attending and
l e t  D u t c h  k n o w  t h e  d a y s  y o u  w i l l  b e



A g a r n ,  a n o c . h e r  f u l f  n e w s l e t L e r ,  a s  I  c o n t i n u e  t o  p u s h  E h e  5 5 c  p o s i a o e  ' - o  E h e
l im i t .  Le t te rs  fo r  t he  MAIL  CALL  sec t i on  con t i nue  to  come in  and  the  use  o f

L 6 o h  t h a  h : i  I  - ^ m r . ^v s r  r r Y  u r e u

F- i ve  pages  o f  t h i s  news le l t e r  have  been  used  fo r  t he  name 's  and  add resses  o f
eve ryone  nho  i s  on  the  ma i l i nq  1 i s t .  Have  added  44  more  names  to  the  sh rp ' s
c r e w  l r s t ,  l n c l u d j . n g  t h r e e  C o m m a n d i n g  O f f i c e r s .  W e  a r e  9 0 i n 9  E o  n e e o  e v e r y -
one ' s  he lp  rn  foca t rng  the  c ren .  f f  you  have  the  add ress  o f  someone  nho  i s
n o ! .  o n  t n e  m a i l i n g  l i s t ,  s e n d  i t  t o  m e .  T h e  n e w s f e E E e !  ! s  n o !  l u s L  f o r  - h o s e

who  wan t  t o  a t tend  a  reun ion .  I t  i s  hoped  tha t  t h rouqh  ou t  ne i r s fe t te rs ,  ' , , ' e
w i I I  b e  a b l e  t o  k e e p  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  o u r  p a s t  s h i p m a t e s .

ln  Jeorcn ot

T f : h n 6 i r c  J - h :  f  ^ t , r

bes t  sou rce  fo r  f i nd -

MARS SHI  PMATES - 2 -

pas t  c ten  nenbe ts ,  i s
on  the  i n te r -ne t .
T €  w ^ ! !  h r t , o  :  f ' ! l  I

name and  s ta te  a

tr/*b g%', I
I
IYOUR SUPPORT FOR THE NEWSLETTER

IS GREATI,Y APPRECIATED.

person  cou ld  be  l i v i ng  i n ,  send  i t  t o
h d l t  S l r m a n ,  R o b e r t  S c h o r f h e r d e  o r  n y -
s e l  f .  l , l e  w r I I  g r v e  i t  a  t r y  f o r  y o u .
A  10C phone  ca I I  i s  a l l  t ha t  i t  t akes  to
f i n d  o u L  r f  t h e  p e r s o n  y o u  a r e  I o o k r n g
fo r ,  - i s  t he re .  A  I i t t l e  l ime  and  e f fo r t
can  pay -o f f .  I  have  names  o f  hundreds  o f
o d s t  c r e w m e m b e r s ,  b u t  n e e d  s o m e  H E L P . . . .
Send  wha t  you  have  to  one  o f  us .

Dona t ions  a re  keep ing  ou r  news le t te r
fund  i n  e : { ce f l en t  f i nanc ia l  shape .
Thank  you  fo r  t he  suppor t  t ha t  i s  needed
I  w i I I  c o n t i n u e  t o  m a i f  a l I  p d s t  n e w s -
le t te rs  to  eve tyone  $ /ho  comes  on  boa rd .

J a i m e  A .  P i n e d a  $ 1 0
Rona ld  L .  Henn lng  S25
Ludw ig  L .  Lesk i  C25
Frank  R .  Har t  $20
G e r a l d  K e s s i n g e r  S 2 5
Joe  D .  Jackson  S25
Ca l I  E .  Febus  $20
Fred  cu t i e r rez  525
A I a n  L .  L e s t e r  $ 2 0
Prank  K ladn ick  $10
M.  Le r " r i  s  Mab ie  $25
AIbe ! t  E .  Knu tson  g . t  50
R icha rd  B .  A rnd t  $25
C e c i l  C -  O p p i e  $ 1 0
Henry  M.  F fe tche r  g3O
Roger  L .  Compton  $30

I
AccouNT Srareniterur

S p r i n g  I 9 9 9  B a l a n c e  $ 5 4 8 . 8 4
N e w  D o n a t i o n s  $ 4 ? 5 . 0 0

T o t a l  $ 1 , 0 2 3 . 8 4

P r r  n t l  n g / e n v e l o p e s  S ' 2 6 . 2 0
P o s t a g e  $ 1 8 ' l  . 0 0

s u m m e r  1 9 9 9  B a l a 4 c e  5 7 1 6 . 6 4

MARS HI  STORY
Cont inue  to  send  me  you r  memor ies  o f
even ts  and  the  c rew d l r i ng  you r  t ou r
on  Mars .  f f  you  re rnember  an  even t  d i f f
e ren t l y  t han  wha t  i s  p r i n ted ,  p lease
he lp  w i th  the  needed  co l l ec t i ons .  Da tes
and  even ts  can  ge t  n i xed  up  a f te r  so
many  yea rs .  Thanks  Lo  those  who  he lpeo
w i . t h  the  yea r  1966 ,  wh ich  i s  on  the
las t  page  o f  t h i s  ne i r s le t te r .

I  ask  fo r  you r  he lp  on  the  yea r  1967 ,  wh ich  l r i l l  be  i n  t he  nex t  news le t te r
i n  Feb r :ua ry  2000 .  Keep  the  p j . c tu res  con1ng ,  as  f  wo rk  a l l  i n to  the  h i s to ry
oooK -

News le t te r  NO.6  w i l l  be  ma i l ed  i n  Feb rua ry  2000 .  P ]ease  have  you r  ma i f  t o
m e  r n  e a r l y  J a n u a r ) .  I f  e a c h  o n e  o f  u s  c o u l d  h e l p  f r n d  o n e  m o r e  p a s t  l l a r s
s h i p m a t e ,  r v e  c o u l d  d o u b l e  o u r  s h i p ' s  c r e w  l i s t .  G i v e  i t  a  t r y -  E R J
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COMMENTS . .  , . from the cnew

I  L'ork at the
Ba l t imore ,  MD.
my own boat on Bay .

J .  S u m m e l s  ( 1 9 6 8 - 7 1 )

Soc ia l  Secu r i  t y

the Chesapeake
Larry

f  w i l l  be  unab le  to  a t tend  the
ne  on  the  ma i l i ng  l i s t  so  tha t
a t tend  the  nex t  reun ion .  Thank
tha t  you  have  p rov j .ded .

h 6 : ; d t , a  r +  o , c  i  r

do  a l l  my  c ru i s ing  i n
M oving?
l , c l  us  know, . . . .

I  r epo r ted  to  p re  comm de ta j . l  o f  Mars  i n  Oc t  1963 .  we  were  be inq  Dard
$16 .00  pe r  De im.  Tha t  does  l ro t  sound  l i ke  much ,  bu t  as  a  f resh  i augh t
E n s i g n  I  w a s  b e l n g  p a l d  t h e  g r a n d  s u m  o f  g 2 2 2 . 3 0  a n d  4 7 . 8 8  f o r  f o o d ,  s o
the  $16  l ras  B IG  money .  Caro . l l ne  came to  San  D iego  f rom A thens ,  ca  where
I  had  j us t  comp le ted  Navy  Supp ly  Corps  Bas i c  Supp ly  cou rse .  we  were
mar r i ed  on  November  14 ,  1963  a t  32nd  S t ree t  Chape l .  Ne i the r  o f  us  had
eve r  been  Wes t  be fo re .  Our  nea res t  reLa t i ves  were  i n  M ich igan  o r  ceo rg ia .
Char l i e  Ha l l  t he  1s t  L ieu tenan t  and  h i s  w i fe  took  us  under  the i r  i r r nqs ,
and  he lped  us  th rough  eve ry  th j . ng .  Our  tecep t i on  was  i n  the .L r  home,
The wedding was on a Thursday aftorno^- we we." d"l"""d to. "Oo,ra un
hour ,  so  tha t  l r e  were  coming  ou t  o f  t he  chape l  j us t  as  rusn  nou r  was
s ta r t i ng ,  Need less  to  say ,  t ra f f i c  was  backed  up .  I  cou ld  no t  a f fo rd  to
take  l eave  because  l t  wou ld  cos t  me  the  pe r  de lm.  I  was  success fu l  i n
ta l k ing  Ed  Mor r i s  and  Chuck  ca rdne r ,  ass t  Supp ly  O f f i ce r  and  Supp ]y
Of f i ce r ,  i n to  F r i day  o f f .  Jenn i fe r  l r as  18  non ths  o1d  and  a  f r i end  f rom
Supp ly  Schoo l  kep t  he r  f o r  t he  uFdd ing  n igh t  t ' r i day  fo r  ou r  honeynoon ,
we  wen t  t o  the  San  D lego  Zoo .  The  wedd ing  was  the  f i r s t  f unc t l on  where
the  en t i re  ward room was  i nvo l . ved -
Severa l  weeks  l a te r ,  I  had  du ty  on  F r iday  even ing .  Caro l i ne  p i cked  me
up  Sa tu rday  morn ing .  On  a  l a rk  we  dec ided  to  d r i ve  i n to  T ia juana .
Wh i le  the re  I  bough t  a  9a11on  o f  rum.  I  had  a  M ich igan  l i cense .  I  d id
no t  - v . ran t  t o  pay  Ca l i f o rn la  tax ,  so  I -  wa lked  ac r :oss  the  bo rde r .  r  uond-
e red  why  the  Cross ing  gua rd  smr led  when  I  t o ld  h im  I  -EE  !6 in9  back  to
Michigan the next v,/eek. As I got back into tbe car I looked do!,/n at
sh iny  b rown  shoes  tha t  on l y  a  Nava l  O f f i ce t  wou ld  i / ea r .

E a r n i e  B I : e e d i n g  ( 1 9 6 3 - 6 5  )

USS Mars  Reun ion  i n  Oc tobe ! .  " t " " "a  U . "O
I  can  keep  up  w i th  the  g roup  and  poss ib l y

you  ve ry  much  fo r  t he  g rea t  ne i r s le t te r

R i c h a r d  B .  A r n d t  ( 1 9 6 3 - 6 5 )

h r s
E  ne re

wa l - l ace  Beery  t ype  g r i zz led  o ld  ch ie f  ou t  o f  a  John  wayne  mov ie
f  have  a  v i v id  memory  o f  h in  s tand ing  on  the  focs fe ,  . I egs
sp lead ,  l ean ing  l n to  the  w ind  w i th  h i s  hands  on  h i s  h ips ,
and  tha t  ha t  ba looned  up ,  ch ios t rap  on ,  as  oe  ran  the  g round
swe l1s  pu l f i ng  away  f t om Hong  Kong .  Funny ,  t he  th ings  tha t
embed  themse lves  i 4 to  ou r  m inds .

Je r ry  Havens  11965-6 '7  )

I  r enember  the  o ld  BMC who  had  the  me ta l  suppor t  r i ng  cu t  ou t  o f
comb ina t i on  ha t  so  l t  hung  down  on  the  s ldes  and  b l ] l o \ ^ /ed  up  when
was  a  w ind .  T  th ink  h i s  name was  Johnson?  He  rem inded  me  o f  a

The  day  Mars  a r r i ved  i n  Long  Beach  (12 -63 )  rdas  hec t i c .  Load ing  connenced
a lmos t  be fo re  the  l i 4es  were  secu red .  "L i t t l e  John r r ,  Ch ie f  Johnson  was
on  the  ma indeck ,  runn ing  the  sho$ / .  And  I  nean  runn ing !  I  c tossed  ho lns
w i th  L i t t - I e  John  once :  NEVER WALK ON L ITTLE JOHN'S  FRESHLY PAINTED DECK.
T  s L i I l  h a v e  t h e  t o o t h  m a r k s .'  F r a n k  H a r t  ( 1 9 6 1 - 6 7 )  

_ _ ^
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i i i . .aa,  Thank you for  th ink ing about  us af rer  rhe ourbreak " ,  a" r i lJ "=
i n  and  a round  Ok lahoma C i t y .  we  a re  ve ry  l ucky  as  the  s to lms  sk i r t ed  us
I ' y  abou t  t h ree  m i les  a f l e r  be ing  l i ned  up  on  Mus tang  fo i  ! , / ha t  seems
l i ke  an  e te rn i t y .  I  do  have  an  underg round  she l te r  i o  ny  fam i l y  i s  neve r
a t  a  r l sk  fo r  t h i s  k lnd  o f  wea the r .  One  o f  ny  bus iness  assoc la t ses
per rshed  i n  the  s to rn ,  bu t  he  d id  send  h i s  w i fe  and  fou r  k ids  to  a  she . l _
te r  a f te r  he  op ted  to  s tay  r . / i t h  h i s  house .

We had  p len ty  o f  wa rn ing - -The  l oca l  med ia  had  heL icop te rs  and  q round
personne .L  l r i t h  t he  ca rnage  un t l l  i t  l e f t  t he  oKC a tea .  i  f ee l  con i rden t
they  saved  hundreds  o f  I i ves .  The  devas ta t i on  i s  unbe l i evab le t t______

l d a l t e r  S i r m a n  (  1 9 6 3 - 6 6  )

f  se rved  j . n  MARS f rom 74 - ' 16  as  Command  Mas te r  Ch ie f ,  CMAA,  and  SLJO.
A l though  ho rnepo l ted  i n  Sasebo ,  we  spen t  mos t  o f  ou r  t ime  on  , , e ! rands , ,
rn  the  Sou th ,  up  to  and  i nc lud ing  a  coup le  o f  (bo r149 )  Ind ian  ocean
c ru i ses  to  Eas t  A f r i ca .  c rea t  sh ip ,  g rea t  c ren .  B toke  my  hea r t  when
the  USN was  fo rced  to  re tu rn  he r  t o  Va_L le jo  fo r  ove rhau l ,  v i ce  SSK
Sh ipya rds  i n  Sasebo .  ThaL  evo lu t i on  go t  sc ra tched  by  se l f  se i v ing  po l -
r t i c i ans  c la im ing  Amer i can  sh ipya lds  worke rs  ne re  be ing  pep r i ved  o f  a
f i ve l yhood .  I  was  aboard  when  I4ARS became las t  sh ip ,  l as l  m i l i La rv  un r t ,
t o  c lea r  Vung tao  l n  ea r l y  May ,  ?5 .
I  l e f t  he !  rn  Sub ic  June ,  76 ,  w i th  o rde rs  to  the  USS OKLAHOMA CITY,
were  I  d id  a  CMC and  CMAA "g ig "  f rom 76 -18 .  T ! r_ i1 . i t ed  as  CMC FLee t  Ac l
i v i t j . es  Yokosuka  f rom 78 - i2Ls . l i d i ng  ou t  w i th  30  yea rs  se rv i ce  as  o f
1 sep 79. Lived in subic-i ; i i l --6t i f  which tt.u i  , l . ,r t t"a berths to
Rogers ,  A rkansas ,  where ,  I  no te  l n  Jones  Ne l r s le t te r ,  ano the r  MARS sh iD
m a t e  r e s i d e s .  A g a i n  s h i f t e d  b e r t h s . i n  1 9 8 9  t o  R e n o ,  N e v a d a ,  a r e a  u h e r e
I  rema in  to  th i s  day .  Se rved  4  te rms  as  FRA Branch  274  p res iden t ,  and
no l i  i n  second  yea r  l abo l i ng  as  B ranch  Sec .
In  Loya - I t y ,  P ro tec t i on ,  and  Serv i ce . L e s  C a m p b e l l  1 1 9 1 4 ' 7 6 )

I  read  w i th  en joymen t  t he  a i t i c - Ie  f rom Don  Landauer
I  remember  Don  and  h i s  Love ly  w i fe  v i s i t i ng  the  sh ip  a  few  days  ahead
o f  dep loymen t  t o  see  h i s  "a t  sea  home, '  and  fam i l i a r i ze  h imse f f  w i th  the
sh ip .  When  I  me t  t hem they  ue re  i n  t he  cap ta in ' s  s ta te loon  and  a f te r  a
b r - i e f  v i s i t  I  esco r ted  them to  the  pSD a t  T . I .  f o r  h i s  o f f i c i a l  ID  ca rd .
We had  qu i te  a  v i s i t  and  I  en joyed  cha t t i ng  l r i t h  bo th  o f  t hem.
When  Don  f i na l l y  checked  onboard  we  cou ldn , t  l oca te  an  app rop r ia te  se t
o f  U .S .  c i v i l i an  s lg le  co l l a r  dev i ce  fo r  h im  to  wear  so  we  ended  up
using a set of u.s. r i l idl i l f  oim-bt*tons irom an i imy unitormlt Any\ray,
they  wo lked  j us t  f i ne .  Heaven  knoers  where  the  a rmy  bu t toos  came f rom,
bu t  f rm  g lad  we  had  them o r  Cap t .  p i ckavance  wou ld  have  had  a  f r t t l !

r . .urvl lvtEl \  t ! i  .  . . . . rom tne crew

And  we  had  a  1o t  o f  f un  i n  Donrs  c lass .  f  r emembe!  he  was  Eeacn ]ng
Managemen t  P r inc ip les  and  one  o f  h i s  ass ignmen ts  \ ras  to  wr i t e  do t rn
s ing le  sequence ,  j . n  o rde r ,  o f  wha t  s teps  i t  t akes  to  SHAVEI  I  t h ink
t "7as  Gan t t  cha r t  me thod  o r  someth inq  o f  t he  k ind -

abou t

f t

Don.  be j .ng  a  p ro f i c i en t  w r i t e r  and  pub l i shed  au tho r ,  b tough t  a  coup le
o f  books  he  wro te  abou t  sone  g rea t  h i s to r i ca l  nau t i ca l  p laces  to  v rs i t
on the west coast. . Ihe€€-Soot€ _[lade foi some enjoyable readtng.
Don, do you remember the biggest concern we had was ho\r to get you back
to  the  s ta tes  f ron  the  Gu . I f  ?  l  app rec ia ted  the  pos tca rd  te l l i ng  us  l rhen
y o u  w e r e  f r n a l l y  a r r i , , , e d  s t a t e s i d e .  K e e p  i n  t o u c h .

Bob  Jackson  |  199  0 -92  )



A Pilot Applies His Knowledge to Auxiliary Service
Slory bt Did woodbury

A strff  breeze ripples rhe National Ensi8n, rhe sun is high, and rhe skyl ine of St paul looms in rhe
background lt 's Indian S'rrnrner on lhe upp€r Mississipti ,  .nd were'aboard rhe tow boar parricl

9rl"::"y, lied.up at its Camrs_Comp-any mo6ring on_ the. descending teft bank at UMR 837.5. Mv partner,
burr urson rs hr.rng phoros ot Au(iliarist Ludwit (Lud) Leski seared at the hetm, while I saour orher

., !ri..l*k ri8hl at home on the bridge oI the vess:l, and he shoutd! This Auxiliarist is a professional
prlot wilh.over-lhiriy yeaE-ofexFrience on the river. The Gannaway is 71,9' in tenSth and frasi t9 ,beam
ll was buil t  in Indi.na by the Maxim Compdny in l9Z Powered by rwin V-I2 encines rhal cenerate 8tO hD.
th€ vessel }as 59-inch pmps, draws five feer of w.rer, and has a 6ross displaceminr o( 84 to'ns lrs ;oU r. iobdrge sdnd and Sravel to a dilrriburion yard up river.r UMR 85,6 

-

Its t ime for the crew of the cann;way t ir move rwo 195 t 35 foot barces loaded with 1,300 lons of
Srav€l each (lhe equivalenr oI 5 semis) ro rhe yard A crew of rhree, consisrin8 of Ludaspilor, atongwirh
an  eng inee r  and  ma te ,  \ r i I l  do  the  j ob .  A f te r  t he  tno  ba rges  a re  secu red
toge the r  end  to  end ,  Lud  b r i ngs  the  tug  up  beh ind  the  rea r  ba lge  and
the  eng inee l '  makes  fas t  t he  cab . l es  tha t  ho ld  i t  secu re .  Then ,  he  eases
the  tow  away  f rom the  dock  and  i n to  the  channe l  f o r  t he  s -hou ! ,  19  m i le
t r i p  up  l i ve r .
Lud  g lew  up  i n  S t .  Pau l .  A f te r  Johnson  H igh  Schoo l ,  he  j o rned  the  Navy
i n  A u g u s t ,  1 9 6 1  .  H l s  f l r s t  s h i p  w a s  t h e  U S S  H a s s a y a m p a ,  a n  o i l e r  o p e r _
a t j . ng  ou t  o f  Pear l  Ha rbo r .  Then  he  se rved  fo r  a  yea r  aboard  the  USS Mars
a  new c lass  o f  ve ry  fas t  supp ly  sh ips .  A f te r  t ha t ,  Lud  se rved  18  mon ths
as  a  boa ts \ ra in  ma te  on  the  USS Py ro ,  an  ammun i t i on  sh rp  rn  the  Tonk rn
Gu l . f  and  Sub ic  Bay  a reas .
A f te r  he  comp le ted  h . i s  Nava l  se rv i ce ,  Lesk i  re tu rned  to  S t .  pau l  and
c i v i l i a n  L i f e .  l n  1 9 5 6 ,  h e  f o u n d  a  j o b  a s  a  d e c k  h a n d  w i t h  t h e  S h i e l y
Company .  He  worked  as  a  ma te  and  eng inee r ,  and  i n  1970  was  l i censed  as
a  merchan t  mar ine  o f f i ce !  by  the  Coas t  cua rd .  He  has  worked  on  the  r r ve r
o v e r  t h i r t y  y e a r s  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  t o w  c o m p a n i e s .
Lud  and  h i s  l r i f e  Lou  Ann  have  two  adu l t  sons .  When  h !q !  ac t i ve l y
tow ing  on  the  r i ve r ,  Lesk i  i s  busy  keep ing  the  pa t r i ck  canna iay  sh ip -

COMMENTS from the crew

shape .  The le  i s  a lways  rou t i ne  ma in tenance  on  the  eng lnes ,  e . Iec t r r ca . I
egu ipmen t  and  o the r  gea r  aboard  the  vesse l .
Lesk i  i s  a  s ta f f  o f f i ce r  i n  081 , t -11  F Io t i I I a  01  wh ich  mee ts  a t  t he  S t .
Pau l  Yach t  C lub .  He  en joys  teach ing  mar l i nsp i ke  seamansh ip  l n  t he  BS&S
cou lse ,  and  h i s  i r o rk ing  d i sp lay  o f  kno t  t y i ng  i s  a  popu la r  t ra in tng
dev - i ce  w i th  the  s tuden ts .  Lud  i s  a  member  o f  t he  Navy  League ,  VFw,  and
Amve ts .  He  a l so  vo lun tee ts  to  p i l o t  a  l esea rch  vesse l  f o r  t he  Sc ience
Museum and  i s  a  membe l  o f  a  commun i t y  awareness  and  emergency  response
group .  When  he  ge ts  the  oppor tun i t y ,  he  l i kes  to  spend  t ime  on  h i s  two
house  boa ts .
" f ' v e  b e e n  f o r t u n a t e , "  s a y s  L e s k i ,  f  m a k e  m y  t i v i n g  d o i n g  w h a t  o t h e r
Aux i l i a r i s t ' s  do  fo r  a  hobby .  I  was  ab le  to  ge t  j obs  on  the  r r ve r ,  and
w o r k  i n t o  a  c a r e e r  I  r e a l l y  e n j o y .

fNsf

L u d u ' l 9  L .  L e s k i  (  1 9 6 3 - 6 5

Your  reun ion  package  a r r i ved  and  b rough t  back  many  meno l i es
and  c rew.  So  fa r  I ' ve  con tac ted  wa l t  S i rman  o f  t he  o r i g rna l
room g roup .  We had  a  l ong  te lephone  conve rsa t i on .  Ha t f i e ld
a re  nex t .  Look ing  fo rward  to  see ing  them a l l  i n  Oc tobe r .  So
hear Mi-Iton Mc Parren passed away. He i^/a s a great guy.
C - 6  r , ^ ' !  i  h  n - f  ^ l i 6 r

D p l  A l a n  L .  L e s t e r

n a c n l n e
a n d  A l n d t



C O M M E N T S . . . . _6_ . .. . fnom the cr€w

Three tours fol lowed comr0anal of Mats.
C INPAC REP to  JSTPS SAC HDQTRS,  Omaha .  Ch ie f
M e d .  N a p I e s ,  I t a I y .  I n s p e c t o r  C e n e r a l ,  C h i e r
Ne t t  Or leans .  Re t i red  i n  Ne \ r  Or leans  1978  and
s ince .  I  r vas  Harbo r  Mas te r  a t  Mun ic ipa l  yach t

Ponchar t ra in  and  re t i r ed  f rom the re  i n  i 993 .
Dur ing  my  command ,  I  had  the  b ig  No . , ' 1 , '  i ns ta l f ed  on  the  s tack

wr th  red  l i gh ts  fo r  a t - sea  d i sp lay  when  iecessa ry  and  ! . / h i t e  l i qh ts
fo r  i n -po r t .  A  few  sen io t  o f f i ce rs  , " i " . r l  t  t oo  enchan ted ,  because  I  d idn , t
have  the i r  pe rm iss ion .  f t  was  the re  when  I  r {as  re .L ieved .  I ' ve  o f ten
wondered  how long  i t  l as ted .  I f  anyone  knows ,  p lease  j . n fo rm me a t  Lhe
r e u n 1 0 t 1 .

C a p t a i n  A l b e r t  E .  ( n u t s o n  ( 1 9 1 1 - 7 2 )

o f  S t a f f ,  C o m F a i r
o f  Nava I  Re  se rve ,

have  l i ved  he re
Harbor on Lake

I  had  the  good  fo r tune  to  l oca te  the  l as t  CO o f  Mars ,  Cap ta in  Os te r tag -
He  in fo rmed  me  tha t  t hose  I i gh ts  were  s t i I l  i n  p lace  when  the  Mars  was
tu rned  ove r  t o  USNS in  1993 .  I n  a  tape  f rom the  1987  dep loymen t ,  Cap ta . i n
coonan  ta l ked  abou t  l i gh t i ng  up  the  f l y i ng  ho . I i day  ens ign  w i t t  r ed ,  i h r te
and  b lue  l i gh ts ,  t u rn ing  on  the  No . , ' 1 "  red  l i ghes  and  p iay ing  pnOUO rO
BE AN AMERICAN,  a f te r  a  un - rep  was  comp le te .  The  rece i v ing  sh j .p  l oved  i t .

, *** a tO*" in her homeport of Yokosuka duriag a snowstorm in February of
1969. In two bst-paced weeks, we were fully loaded and began the first ofDaly long
Yar*ee Station and Markct Time line swings since tle ship's recent overbaul in yoko. I
was a brand oew Lieutenad CoEnnandcr, the Assistad Supply Officer for Conrrratrder
Chuck CusorL Over the Dext 28 months, I bad some ofthe most rewarding, challengiDg,
and hairy experiences of my 24-year. naval career. I worked for tbree great skippers on
Mars: Andy Andersor! Tom Nut! ard Al Knutsen and two dynamo SuoOs - Chuck

E v e r e t t

\

I
I)

Cuson and Joe JacksoD- More iDportantly, we bad topDotch cr€ws, which allowed
MARS to set about cvqry_unrep record and win most ofthe Es for auxiliary ships in
WestPac. We weathered 6.ptroonri-i-scuEd ships and crews, Ios a helo with no loss of
Iife (it was carrying a huge load of flour to a carrier and when jt sanlq we created the
largest uderwater donut offVietnam), atr4 under the guidiag hand ofcaptain Ton'T{oah" Nun, we moved the entire household goods, cars, pets, and even i couple ofkids
from Yoko back to Alameda the real hostile zone in thc earlv .?0s.

plannmg and management course to senior officer and senior enlisted folks at varrous

I depaned MARS in Danang in the spring of l9?l, headed for graduare school in D.C.
and then began a life ofdevious behavior as a Navy comprmller, unfom[ately, wirh no
more sea or West Coast duty. ID 1984, I retired as a CaFairf the Fleet Suppon Officer at
the Ships Parts Control Center, Mecbanicsburg, pA FmIn a ..srnall world" persp€ctive, I
worked for soon to b€come RADM Jim Miller, the ther XO at SPCC, who had been thc
SupO on MARS afier Joe Jacksorl Also, RADM Jack Cavanaug[ another MARS Top
Chop, grew up in my hometowrl Aier 15 years in priwte industry, most recently as rhe
ChiefOp€rating Officer ofINS, Inc, a technical support service company in Northern
V-irginia I retircd again and begaa my current career as a privale coDsultant working ou
ofmy home in Northem Virginia- My primary engagements now are teaching a career

bases and stations who are witlin two years ofretiring from the service. It is vcry
rewarding to be able to help these folks get focused on their lives aier Navy and it keeps
me in touch with the new cell phong pager, and ernail bosed Navy. I believe you would
lind it interesting that all ofthese new fangled devices rcally donl do much to improve
the quality ofcornnunicatio.s -just creales a lot more to deal witll Many thanks to
Evereft Jones and others workhg on the reunion. It has causcd rte to be in touch with
rnany other Martians. Hope I can rnake it to cincinnari, 

LewMabie(1969_ l97l)



Thank  you  fo r  t he  package  o f  news fe t te rs  f rom ou r  o - td  sh ipmates .
.  I  app rec ia te  you  and  o the l s  i n  keep ing  i n  t ouch  and  upda ted

.  ne tvs  on  the  c le \ r  o f  USS Mars .  My  tou r  on  the  Ma !s ,  was  June  66
. '  t o  June  69 .  Th i s  ! ^ ras  fo l , I owed  by  tou rs  on  the  USS Markab  (AR_23)

: r i  U S S  N e p t u n e  ( A R C - 2 ) ,  s h o r e  d u t y ,  p e a r l  H a r b o r ,  a n d  f i n a l l y  E h e
. ;  USS o r rskany  tCV-34 ) .  No th . i ng  i n  compar i son  was  be t te r  t han
)_ : , ,  Mars .  As  sn ipes ,  we  kep t  t he  eng ine room spo t l ess .  ?he  BT ,s

! E P r r 5 r l ! r c r l r

,  l ob .  B r ings  back  memor ies  o f  ou r  XO,  i . / ho  I  t a l ked  r r i t h  a t'  t he  reun ion .  He  gave  ne  h i s  bus iness  ca rd  and  i nv i t a ted  ne
; ' t o  v l s i t  h i s  w inne ry  he re  i n  Napa  Va l -Ley  and  mee t  h rs

b ro the rs .  Now,  my  deepes t  sympa thy  to  the  fam i l y  o f  Henry
James  l " l e r t i n ,  XO USS Mars  ( ] l . 965 -671  We a le  keep inq  . i n  Eoucn
! , / i t h  t h e  M a r s  g a n g  h e r e  i n  t h e  B a y  A r e a  { S a n  r r l n c i s o J -
f  have  sugges ted  to  them,  tha t  we  cou . l d  hos t  a  reun ion  o f
the  USS Mars  by  the  Bay .  Mos t l y  Supp ly  D iv i s ion  he re .

1 '11  m iss  the  C inc inna t i /Cov ing ton  reun ion .  Say  he l10  to

J a i m e  A .  P i n e d a  ( 1 9 6 6 - 6 9 )

I  a t tended  boo t  camp in  San  D i -ego ,  rece l ved  o rde rs  to  USs  K i t t y  Hawk  on  a
new p rog ram (p re -schoo f  i ndoc t r i na t i on ) ,  spen t  s i x  mon ths  aboa ld  he !  a t
B remer ton  sh ipya rds .  A  1o t  o f  ch ipp j -ng  pa in t  and  s tand inq  f i r e  l r a t ch  w l th
! , / j . e Ide rs .  F ron  the re  to  rada r  c lass  , 'A , ,  schoo l ,  T reasu re  f s land .  F rom
the re  to  Yokosuka  as  "RDSN"  where  , ,Mars "  j us t  depar ted  to  Sub ic ,  caugh t  ny
o ld  sh ip  K i t t y  Hawk  to  nee t  Mars  i n  Tok in  cu l f .  Boa rded  Mars  v ia  UH_ i6
h e I o .  M a d e  t h r r d  c l a s s  o n e  m o h t h  a r f F r  : r r i r , ' r d
Aboa ld  Mars  a t  l as t ,  u .  u " ru i " i i l " - " j . .  " " r i a^q3 ' t . .m  Japan  to  T iawan ,  t o
V ie tnam,  to  Ph i l l i p i nes ,  t o  V j .e tnam to  Japan ;  and  back  aga in .  yokosuka  r ras
home to  a ] l  o f  us  i n  one  way  o r  ano the r .  I  r ea l y  en joyed  my  t ime  aboard
the  Mars ,  i t  was  a  un ique  t i ne  i n  t he  navy  and  the  wor id . I  made  ma [y  f r l ends
and  i ras  ve ry  l ucky  to  see  a l l  o f  t he  o r i en t ,  Japan ,  Ok inawa ,  ph r l t i p i nes ,
Ta iwan ,  Hong  Xong ,  S ingapore ;  a I I  i n  a - ,&u r  vea r  t ou r .  EndF . t  ny  fou r  yea rs
in  1968 .  Became a  p r i va te  c i t j . zen .  Se r i zed  on  texas  C i t y  eo l i ce  i epa r tmen t ,
Ga fves ton  Coun ty  Sher i f f r s  Depar tmen t ;  t hen  as  ma jo r  app l i ance  se i v i ce
agen t .  En joyed  mos t  o f  my  se rv i ce  aboard  the  Ma ls ,  made  many  f r i ends .

R o y c e  E .  M c Q u a r q  ( 1 9 6 4 - 6 8 )

f  ThouEh t  I  be t te r  d rop  you  a  sho r t  l e t t e r .  On  Apr l f  t ,  f  l e t i r ed  f l om nyr  j ob  w i th  the  coun ty ,  a f te r  30  yea rs .  f  no l ,  wo rk  pa r t  t ime  fo r  Sears .
I t  was  rea l  n i ce  to  ge t  t he  fas t  news le t te r  and  read  abou t  my  o1d  sh ip
mates .  I  won ' t  be  ab le  to  make  the  reu l i on ,  bu t  maybe  i f  t hey  eve r  have
i t  o n  L h e  W e s t  C o a s t ,  I  w i l l  t r y  a n d  m a k e  i t .  _  ,  _-  F r a n k  R .  X l a d n i c k  ( t  9 6 . 1 - 6 6

co t  t h i s  ou t  o f  Navy  T imes .  f rm  LCDR Chuck  Scan ]on .  USN (Re t ) .  I  was
XO f rom Dec  1985  to  Nov  1987 .  F rom the re  to  NTCC T I  un t i l  I  r e t i r ed
Feb  ' 1  989 .  Cur ren t l y  I  r es ide  i n  A l .ameda  and  teach  schoo f  l oca1 Iy .  f ,m
s t i l l  i n  con tac t  w i th  a  fe r , /  ex -sh ip ina tes .  I , d  l ove  to  ge t  t oge the r  bu t
C inny  i n  Oc tobe r  i s  a  b l t  o f  a  reach .  Any th ing  qo ing  th i s  s ide  o f  t he
I ro r . l d?  Regards  to  a l l  f o rmer  sh ipmates ,  _ Iove  to  hea r  f rom you .

Chuck  Scan fon  (  1  985 -87  )

,'*f. It ili"T'";,1:""i":ff:,:;:l'li"::i:li*:511"*F*=":;:,'
I  . -  

- q :  -  r \  , _  wh i te  pa in t  f rom the  l one r  l eve1  o f  t he  Ba i l ey_Boa ld  on

TH w. r,*i'k"il"iin::;;.:i":ij::i,i::irn:ri'::::ir;:ri*r

C O M M E N T S . . . .

our  good  sh ipmates .

. . . . f r o m t h e c r e w



t/ C O M M E N T S . . . . . .. . from the crew- 8 -

Thanks  fo !  a f l  t he  i n fo rma t ion  f rom sh j .pmates  and  the  reun ion .  So r ry  I  can ' t
be  the re .  A f te r  ny  d i scha lge ,  worked  on  Np  and  BN Ra i l road  i n  Tacoma and
Sea t t I e ,WA fo r  seve ra . I  yea rs .  Moved  to  c rand  Fo rks ,  ND and  so ld  rea l  es ta te
and  managed  400  apa r tmen t  un i t s .  I  f a te r  moved  to  ny  hometown ,  James town ,ND
and  took  ove r  t he  B rass  Ra i I  Ba r  and  Lounge ,  Managed  ba r  f o r  16  yea rs .
Wen t  t o  Las  Vegas  edd  o f  Ma lch  1991  fo t  OSS Navaso to  (AO-106)  reun ion .  wh i l e
the re  on  1  Ap r rL ,  had  a  hea r t  a t tack .  Spen t  t \ r o  l r eeks  rn  the  hosp ! ta l .
T r i p le  by -pass .  Cou1dn ' t  f l y  home,  so  my  cous i l  i n  phoen ix  took  me  in fo r  s i x
weeks  wh i l e  I  r ecove red .  F ine l y  go t  home I  June .  I  cou_ ldn , t  do  any th inq ,  so
I  dec ided  to  se l l  eve ry th ing  I  had  ove !  t he  nex t  s i x  mon ths  and  movea  io
Apache  Junc t i on ,  AZ .  I  p resen t l y  work  fo !  Genera l  Mo to rs  tes t  d r i v i ng  new
c a r s  a n d  t r u c k s -  

F r e d  c e i g r e  ( 1 9 6 5 - 6 s )

I  repo r ted  on  boa rd  the  Mars  i . I r  yokosuka . i n  Ap r i l  o f  ' 65 .  The  sh ip  was
fu l l y  manned  by  P fankowners  a t  t he  t ime  and  I  was  among  the  f i l s t  o f  t he
lep lacemen ts  to  the  o r i g ina l  c rew .  Re f ia ined  aboard  th rough  December  o f  , 6? ,
advanc ing  f rom AXAN to  AK2 .  Once  the  sh rp  o f f l . oaded  a l l  o f  i t s  o r i g ina l l y
i n tended  av ra t i on  spa re  pa r t s  i nven to ry  to  Sub ic  Bay  i o  1966 ,  I  became the
on ly  AK  rema in ing  on  boa rd  ou t  o f  an  i n j . t i . a f  conp lemen t  o f  13 .  My  l obbecame suppor t  o f  t he  HC- ]  he lo  de t .  Mars  \ ras  my  f i r s t  comnand  i i gh tou t  o f' A '  S c h o o l ,  a n d  i t  w i I l  a L w a y s  h a v e  a  s p e c i a l  p l i c e  i n  m y  h e a r t .  I t  s t a r t e d
my  love  a f fa i r  w i th  Japan ,  where  I  rema in  today ,  \ . r o rk ing  fo r  t he  Fanr I y
Serv i ce  Cen te r  a t  Nava l  A i r  Fac i l i l t y  A tsug i .  Hope  the  reun ion  comes  o f f
f amous ly ,  and  i s  we- I I  a t t e lded .  As  i t  t u rned  ou t ,  I  r e t i l ed  as  an  AXCM on
-10  yea rs  j us t  weeks  be fo re  the  Mars  was  re t i r ed  i rom ac t i ve  se rv i ce  to  j o in
the  USNS f l ee t -  Bes t  t o  you ,  and  thank  you  fo r  t he  e f fo r t  you . . " . rpe r ld i r . rg
o n  a f l  o u r  b e h a r f '  J e l r y  H a v e n s  ( 1 9 6 5 - 6 7 )

MEMORIES from the crew

AXlqJ{ OISEN (turtvcd $rrb E. to6 AICA' Sclool is AFil 1965)
AX.AA TATE (Arrivrd wnh no 6oo AK-AI Sclool i! AFn 1965)
Ar| MII.ES eh*oy||.r, d+r rbqv! c in S|.Pply bcrttilg)
AXI BEESON (PIulown.r, Suedy OEcq sd on to bccooc aa AKG\I, yrorc wif.. Ltr!. @ dry)
AI2 BUCIIANEN (nrakowacr, h.d b AICI)
AIC2 STONER (Phako$dcr, ftE in fo( bcitts dv|!.rd to clid.ld h|ld oD |r lc.r tsb oc.sioB)

SKC LAIRD (Planto$ner. epirome ofOId-NalA work-a-holic chici vcry posirive inlluence on rne)
SKI ROCILLO Olanko*ner, ran Shipping/Receiving kep! calling rne 'Hcbens', drovc me crazy)
SK2 *PEEIIEE" \{OYER (Plankowner, baby wirh boxjdg glovcs knoocd or bic.p, a tirtc bi crazy)
SK3 RIDZE WSKI aPlar&owncr, made 2d in '65 ard was a grca! roll modcl)
SKJ HOGA,\ (Planlowner. Ski's besl fricnd and a very good friend of mine, gr.at guy)
SK2 DAILY (Planko$,ner. olLianding sailor. went on to bccomc rn LDO, supcr mcmories)
SK2 DnfELY (Plaoko$Ter, ediror offirsr ship's c.uis€ book desig! winncr fo. ship's logo)
SK2 "SQLIIRREL" HART (Plankowner, responsible for oniy IBM etectric r)?€\rrilcr in Supply Ofrice)
SKCM TIjCKER fPlarlowDcr, one ofNarJ's original E-9's, sworc I'd ncvcr get anyxhere in thc Navy)
SK I ASHLEY (Plantown€r, 6rsl shipboard mentor. talght me not to play pokcr with Filipinos)
SKJ WALTON (A gambling fooi, always cle,aned up in b€rrhing craps gam.s)

o q
q

SKJ {LEN (Wahon's favorite 'mark'. retired as SKC Aom CFWP At$Si Japar\ &ivcs raxi yokosuka)
SK_l TLNE (Plankowner, short and myopic, som€ erc.! gories oflibcny; p.I_)
Dt(2 SIRNA (Planlowner, a whiz on the AN/LryK-S computer, taught mc ter?unch,nd sorttng)
SKI \\'ORTHLY (Plantowner, ex-CT, frustrared SK in ciErge ofn;res accounts aad rccords)
CS2 BOSTON (Plailowner. rerired from Mars, retr::ned as club manager in Atsugi, rerircd from NEX in

Yokosuka)

i!"c t])
Ha ts '+

I
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:i alwavs smiling face. {some peopie could not believe any ma! could have lhar ,nany teeth in lheir mouth, or
lhar leelh could be that whire), would appear b prssagewayq offices and vi(ually any orher localion on the
ship Weanng no collar devices he would gre.t us warndy, ,sk about our day and then b€ on his wav. His

- 9 -

These are men I can piclure as cleatly today as when I was srowinc amonsst ihem within the confines of
USS Mars (AFS-I) I was recruited by SK! Dively ro do citoons-for theiur cruise book. Wespen 6ve
days rfl a guest house in Tokyo provided by rhe Daiwa prindng Conpany, as we laid our tbe finai pages ard
scrambled to create canoons and ten to fill them_ CWO Tex W€sern's personal tour ofBuilding J-39. out
pnmary supply sraging area itr Yokosuk4 ircluded pointing ou rhc six foot high..No Smoking" sign
emblazorcd in the upper-mon raflers, rvhich he had been task€d to Dainr wfien he arrived in yokosui<a wiih
the first occupation forces in late 1945 SKI Ashl_gy!3dyice-oalerEre-sray out ofrrouble ilt yokosuk4
stay sober ard hold onro your wa.llet, while never followe4 rings true today. Being talen under the wings
ofSKi's Hogan and Ridzewski on my first foray inro the town ofOlongapo. Visiting rhe Shamrock and
Acme bars. and maling lhe amazing trip out to Bahuk Bahuk,s &rt Inn with lhem. Losing my wrist warch
the first nigit, alonS wilh some skin \,r'bere it was yank€d &om my wrist.

Master ChiefTucker's slerr\ cigar chewin& facq always disppoided when I would allow my loyalty to
suppon ofthe helos ofHcl pull me from the replenishment cfiorG he warred me to be performinq. The
sad dnd w€l eves ofChiefLaird as he explained yer agarn soblntr,v.ty <,mlt. rraniaction. CbR s
Baumgarder and Sapannos coDtrol over th€ immeose job of malaging Mars, supply mission, wirh rhe
bullish suppofl ofLCDR Stombaugh, followed by lhe fastidious timc-and-motion management style of
LCDR Miller, &s Assisrant Supply Officers.

LT's Carter ard Lombardi, as dedicared leaders as I had to that point wirnessed. Genuinelv nice men who
tned their best ro shieid us peons fro|D rhc vagaries from above. LT Wdsh the Disbursing Officer who
sord me hrs red 1962 Chely Impala for $900 MpC liom my firsr reenlislmcnr bonus of$I700 in i967

Liberty in Khaosiuog Taiwaq Hong Kong Olongapo, Sas€bo, and Singapore. Siltingjusl offpraras Reef-- 
for nearly a month shonly aier reponi4iboa.rd, as we panicipued in ihi salvage of-Franfr Knox, a

H 
desrroyer rhar had impaled irs sonar doe soundly on the w€ll chr4€d obnaclc. Foliowing its i,loating we
accompanied the row ro Khaosruog for a few days ofIreitiberty The bru5h wnh rhe fishing Doar rn rhe
Iog or I o[-yo Bay as we rerumed liom a deployment. Ssiling close to the shore ofviet NaJn as we ven_
repped the gun fire suppon vesscls rhar pounded the gorgeous coasline. Watching in awe as lhe Oklahoma
Lrlv made rts approach for un-rep, rher walching irs rooster tajl as it made irs high specd deparrure. The
Coast Guardsmen coming oua to pick up fresh fruits and vegetables forlheir Loran and Lorac srarons on

the islands offofthe cost ofCambodi4 s€eing lheir excitcm€rt whe[ we threw in some pro.iect Hardclasp
rce cresm bars Anchoring in DaNang and Cam RaIn Bay io in-rep the mynad ships thar sxlng at anchor
there. It almosr seemed you could walk from deck ro dccl all the way lo shore the harbon were so full.

One moming rn lare 1965, I was scrambling to my brea.k-orll narion in bulk hold Dumber two as we wer
depanrng Hong Kong. I had on my learher shoes and had to take the wearhcr decks because the fork lin
pass:rgeway was Jammed wirh pallets and activity Thc dcd( was wet and when I arrived at hold rwo rhe
hatch was sdll shut, as it had lo be whcn we werc in por! I Ihlw open the sorile and slirhered Ihrougb,
usrng my poor habit ofgrasping the edge ofthe lid to s€.dy Dyseifas I srarted my descent_ The lid l;ich
djdn t l"o!. 1'1_t+s-:ggg$19 ha'ds wh€n a grolt|d swett caused rhe bow ro pirch and my fe.t i
srrppm or or lne radder A shrpmate wF6-Witiessed rhjs on rhe main deck quickly pulled the sc nleop
causrngto siide lhumping down the ladder in pairI and sho{ic h was a near degloving ofthe skin on the
backs of m!, hands, and they ran with blood, bu! thev didn'r hln. Mypainwa;dl in;y a.ns, back ard
he-ad which.had been pounded against !h€ sreel oithe ladder. A quick ride up the large cenrer{eck cargo!
ei€vator,ard I was rushed lo sick bay I $ill have the s€r$! ed wea wearher causes considenble pain r- rhc\

,bacls of my hands. bu( this did provide ne with my besr shigboard injury srory ofmy 30 ye3r career.iaffi4"
Following the Destroyer-man s nanagemed ofCApT M€dley, it was quire a shock to experience the
flamboyant leadership styie of CAPT Watkiis_ Al an airdalc mys€lf. (as was the custom of the dme. most

ft.;$foole had.nickna.'nes and mrne was "Sup.r Airdale", which I wore emblazoned adoss lhe back of my
iiijtlDallcap), I baskecl In lhe crews amazement at oor new Skipper. Swim calls and hcio rides were all greatly
k:fFappreciated The Supply OfIcer did go a litde crazy when h. was forbidden to deck toad rags, haze ga),

paitt and toilet paper lor our depanure fiom Yokosuk4 bccaBe the presencc of the pallets on Ine weaher
decks would detract liom the estherics ofotrr ship as we sail€d forth to repledsh the world. CA?T Watkins
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I picked up Seoior Chief on board USS Midwav in I 979 and Mastcr Chief ar HurDan Resource

.'ERRY HA!'ENS. AKAN-AK1 Aoril 1965-December 1967

. . . frtm *te crew

final H-16 flight. ven-repping USS Ajax in Khaosiung harbor while a crowd ofchinese lined the seawall
to lvatch in wonder, ended in a beily llop on rhe Ajax helo pladorm. But evm in this rhe Skipper earned
the admiration ofthe crew as he managed to delay our piersidc recovery operarion long enough lhe ship
had to remain tied up ro rhe pjer ovemighr. I watched him asic refts€d to be satisfied with the placemenr
ofthe lifting slings His effons negated the need, ar leasr for on€ nigh!, for rhe long ferry ride in th€ dirty
one-lungers that plied the harbor. In coturast CAPT fuley, with his submarine experience, could also be
seen popprng up in the damnede$ places, bui usually in coveralls with a distra.red look on his face while
he t.aced piprng and lines as rhey traversed bulkheads and pa$ageways.

Mv final responsibilily onboard Mars was to serve as the $pply liaisod and helo ops coordinator oo the
deck of USS Clark County. an LST tha! broached on a b€ach of $nrw Sourh Viet Nam. We lost an H-46
rn that operalion as il settied inro the sea during a routine ship-1o-ship movie rra$fer ln alt, it was a fitting
wav to end mv firsr actual lour of duty wilh the U. S. Naw I le8 thc shio in Subic Bav in December ol
1967 as afl -AI(2 enroute to Fleet Air Reconnaisance Squdroo ONE (Vd- I ) in Atsugi, Japar_ Making Firsl
Class on that tour I beleved mysellto be on a fa$ track but theo languished nor maldng chiefuntil 1975

Management Centel Yokosuk4 Japa, in 1982 My last tlrec tours ir the Navy were as a Command
Master Chie i and l rerired on July l', 1993 I found it poignrlt they decommissioned the Mars in lhe
sam€ vear_ subsequenlty re-cornmissioning her as a USNS vess€|.

Tlis rs iar too lonq rnd I apologze, bul mv mind simply flows wheo I recollecl my time ooboard Mars It
has been sard that everv man needs fus own war., and Viet Nam wa5 Djne. Wlilc I spent rnany mon|hs io-
counlrv rv(h VQ-1. mv initial memories ofrhar lush 6een land ofDajD comc frortr mv timc sDeot on board
Mars Iwassul l  voung then Iwa5sri l lahawk I  hui  so nucJr roieamand &omlh;deckand rhe men of
USS Mars I learned so much

I would love to cor.espond wilh any other Mars satlors ofthe p€rjod April I965 ro December 196? My
emaii  address is JCHcvensdalsuqj nary mi lor qchavensr?i  hormai l  com

WE MOURN THE PASSINC OF THESE SHIPMATTS

1f lS cuptu i . t  Russel I  c .  Medtey
wf f i  Commanding Of f icer  t96 i -o5

P a s s e d  a w a y  i n  1 9 9 3

Cap ta in  Horce  (Rex  )  R j -1ey
Commandrng  O t  !  r ce r  I  966 -68

Passed  away  June  1990

Commandet Bel,&ont W. Cous ins
Execu t l ve  O f f r ce r  1978

MMCM Frank  C .  D rew
Comnand  Mas te r  Ch ie f  1967-68

Passed  away  Auqus t  1988
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Commanding Officer
Capta in  Geo tge  C .  Watk ins

EXECUTIVE OFFICER
CDR.  H .J .  I ' Je r t l n

Supp l y  O f f  i ce r

The  sh ips  nen fy  renova ted  l i b ra ry  opens .  W j . t h  i t r s  l uxu r ious
a tmospheae  and  red  ca rpe t ,  a  n i ce  b reak  fo r  t hose  who  wan t  a  n i ce

, Ip r i I  f j . nds  Mars  undernay  aga in ,  as  two  sn ings  a re  nade  th rough  Marke t
T ime  and  Yankee  S ta t i on .  B reak -ou ts  con t i nue  a l .mos t  a round  the  c lock

du r ing  th i s  t ime  pe r iod .  Ma ls  se ts  a  nen  reco rd ,  as  286  sh ips  and  s ta t l ons
rece ive  supp l i es  du r inq  the  mon th .  Th i s  i s  a  reco rd  tha t  may  neve !  be

faces  a re  seen  on  boa rd ,  as  p lankowne ls  con t j . nue  to  be  t rans fe r red .

b roken .  A  ve r t rep  o f  t he  USS Des  Mo ines  i n  Da  Nang ,  wh iLe  she  \ ras  f i r i ng
he r  8 - i nch  guns r  \ , r as  a  t yp i ca l  examp le  o f  Ma ts  ac t i v i t i es  and  capab i l i t i es

C D R .  J .  M .  B a  u m g a  r d n e r
cDR.  L .  M .  Sa  ppano  s

, l JLa rs  i s  o f f  t he  coas t  o f  V ie tnam as  the  New Year
eg ins .  One  las t  sw ing  i s  made  th rough  Marke t  T ime  and  Yankee  S ta t l on ,
be fo re  head ing  back  to  Yokosuka .  wh i te  a t  sea ,  work  s ta r t s  on  the

renova t i on  o f  t he  c le ins  mess  decks  and  l i b ra rv .
The  mon th  o f  Feb rua ty  i s  sped t  under rn ray ,  excep t  f o r  s i x  days  i n

Q  e t u r n r n g  t o  Y o k o s u k a  o n  M a y  2 ? t h ,  d  c o l l i s i o n  o c c u r s  i n
' t  dense  fog ,  a t  t he  en t rance  to  Tokyo  Bay ,  w i th  a  sna l l

Japanese  merchan t  sh ip ,  t he  Se i \ i r a  Maru .  On ly  m j .no r  damage  to
b o t h  s h r p s ,  a s  a  p d r n t  l o u c h - u p  j . s  a I t  t h a t ' s  n e e d e d .

Sub ic  Bay ,  Ano the r  f l r s t  f o r  Mars ,  as  a  comp le te  ve r t rep  o f  a
ca l r i e r  i s  accomp l i shed ,  wh i l e  s teaming  c . l ose  a fongs ide .
ZAP-THEM,  the  $ /o rds  used  by  the  cap ta in  fo r  ve !c reps ,  Ls  nov . /
be ing  done  on  an  eve r  i nc reas ing  pace .  Cap ta in  Watk ins  nas  mos !
o f ten  the  p i l o t  o f  one  o f  t he  heLo ' s ,  when  the  sh ip  was  anchored

on  one  occas ion ,  a  de tou r  \ ras  nade ,  as  Mars  made  a  fu l l  speed ,
360  deg ree  c i r c le  a round  a  Russ ian  f re igh te r .  M idn igh t  i n  Mosco \ t

was  p l . ayed  on  the  sh ips  top  s ide  speake ls ,  as  the  c rew re laxed  and
s h o w e d  t h e  R u s s i a n r s  t h e  g o o d  U . S .  N a v y  l i f e .

Re tu rn j . ng  to  Yokosuka  the  f i r s t  week  i n  March  fo r  repa r rs ,  up -keep
and  back  l oad ing .  Mars  spends  36  days  i n  po r t ,  t he  Longes t  l n -po r t  t i ne
pe l i od  i n  ove l  f i f t een  mon ths .  Work  con t i nues  on  the  renova t i on  o f  t he
c rews  mess ing ,  CPO quar te rs  and  the  na rd room by  SRF and  sh ip ' s  pe rsonne l

A  sh ips  pa r t y  i s  en joyed  by  the  c rew du r ing  th i s  s tay  i n  po r t .  More  new

Leav j .ng  the  l i ne  i n  an id  May ,  Mars  spends  a  few  days  i n  Kaohs iunq .
Then  on  to  Sasebo  fo r  t h ree  days  o f  t ra in ing  and  an  ORI  rnspec t i on  by
Comserc ru  Th ree  S ta f f .

p lace  to  re lax ,  The  new ly  comp le ted  F i r s t  C lass  Mess  opens  on  rne
mess  deck ,  as  $ /o rk  con t i nues  on  the  c rew spaces .

D  upp ly  Depar tmen t  has  a  change  o f  command  in  June ,
Commander  James  M.  Baumgardner  i s  re l i eved  by

Commander  Lou is  M.  Sappanos ,  as  Supp ly  O f f i ce r .
A f te r  a  twen ty  n ine  day  s tay  i n  Yokosuka ,  Mars  i s

l oaded  and  ge ts  underway  the  l as t  l r eek  i n  June .

* * *  1 9 6 6  * * *
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/ t & a r s  s p e n o s  t h e  m o n t h  o f  J u I y  r n  t h e

o p e r a t r n g  a r e a  o f f  V i e c n a m ,  w t t h  a n  e v e r  \ c
rnc reas ing  number  o f  sh ips  i n  t he  Seven th  F lee i :
Admi ra l  Ho rac io  R ive ro ,  V i ce  Ch ie f  o f  Nava . l  Ope ia t i ons ,  makes  a  v i s i t  on
, ! "u ld  tg .  obse rve  a  ve r t rep  o f  t he  USS Or i ska ;y  and  USS Da-Le .Dur ing  the  non th i  wh i l e  under i ray /  some t ype  o i  underwa te r  exp fos ion

,  ? i l f r ? : -T l i l , l nexp la ined  even t ,  g i ves  rhe  sh ip  a  good  i o f t .  Leav ins  thel i ne  fo r  a  fe r . /  days ,  Mars  heads  i o r  Kaohs iung  to  i " " J  t . " s t  p .o r r r . r i o l r . .
[ l . : ? : . . i " : : ? : n e . l i n s p e c t i o n I s h e 1 d b e f o l e a r r i v i n 9 i n K a o h S i u n 9 .

Jt i " " " I " - " " '  rmlss lona ry  hosp i ta l  h lgh  i n  t he  moun ta ins .  gack  on  Lhe  l i ne ,  \ r r t h
a  spec ia - l  de l i ve ry  to  a  nuc . l ea r  subma l ine ,  t ha t  has  su r faced  nea rthe  Mars . .  S teaks  and  i ce  c ream a re  ZAppED to  them.  The  go  r s  thecap t ta lns  b ro the r ,  Commander  Dav id  ! , t a t k ins ,  who  Ia te r  became CNO.

, IugusL  r s  spen t  i n  yokosuka .  Ano the r  sh ips  pa r t y  a l l ows  the  Iy q r  ! I  o f r u w 5  L r r e
c rew !o  en loy  the  good  L i f e  o f  a  Mar t i an ,  as  eve ryone  on  boa rrece rves  a  Mars  p lague .  A  two  day  c l i nb  i s  made  to  thF  fdn  ^ r

Moun t  Fu j l .  and  a  Mars  p laque  i s  p laced  a t  t he  l -as t  res !  s ta t i on .
Sep tenbe !  1s t ,  and  Mars  once  aga in  heads  sou th .  Ano the r  busy  th leeweeks  a re  spen t  on  the  l i ne .  Dur ing  th i s  t r i p ,  t he  sh rp  was  f i r edupon  by  the  VC.  The  word  was  passed  tha t  t he  sh ip  r ras  rece i v ingin -coming  f i l e .  A lmos t  eve ryone  wen t  t o  the  po r t  s l de ,  t o  wa tch  th i r t eerounds  fa I I  f a r  sho r t  o f  t he i r  t a rge t .  Jus t  a  l en lnde r  t ha t  a  war  was

?? ] "1 - : :  
ou t  he re .  wh i l e  wa i t i ng  i o r  da rkness ,  on  a  warm even lng  $ , i t hca lm seas ,  a  race  l vas  he ld  be t i reen  two  nu rnber  1 , s .  The  ; ; ;  ; ; ; ; ; ; ; " ; ;  

"

{AOE- ] )  and  Ma ls  make  a  cha l l edge  fo r  t he  fas tes t  sh ip .  The  Mars ,  w i th

d i f f e ren t  f rom the  rou t i ne .  i s  da rkness  fe l1 ,  t he  t " "  " i r i p ; .  ; ; ; ; ; ; ; ; ;n to  the  Gu I f  o f  Tonk in  Lo  rep len i sh  the  ca r r i e r  t ask  fo rce .aa
f $n l i shmen t  gea r  s towed ,  t he  sh ip  heads  fo r  S ingapo le .  A  de tou r  i s
Lmaoe  

Eo  c ross  the  Equa to r .  p lans  have  been  made  we l l  i n  advance  fo rn1s  even t ._ .A  mee t inq  l ras  he . Id  i n  t he  f i r s t  c l ass  mess  by  the  , ,She f1_

-  , ^backs " .  Much  to  the i !  su rp r i se ,  t hey  found  themse ] . f  s  1ocked  i nby  some ve ry  zea lous  ' , po l I y \ rogs " .  i o r tuna te l y  f o r  t hese  sne t t_
oacks ,  t hey  had  phone  comrnun ica t i on  to  the  b r i dge  and  the  CO.Genera l  Ouar te rs  was  sounded  and  the  she l l backs  i e re  t reed .

. .A  4  day  v i s i t  i n  S ingapore  and  a  5  day  v i s i t  t o  Hong  Kong ,
Mars  l e tu rns  to  yokosuka  on  oc tobe r  2OLh .  soon  the  i h ree -weeks
. rn  Yoko ,  go  by  too  fas t  and  the  sh ip  i s  unde lway  i n  November .

/ \5 : : : : : l  : : :5 :_ : . .  !h :  l ine,  . in to_December,  when capra in'Geo rge  Watk ins  i s  re l i eved  by  Cap ta in  Uorce  n i1ey .
Returning to her homeport olr December 2oth for t.he
ho l i days ,  Mars  has  spen t  a  to ta l  o f  215  days  a$ rav

from Yokosuka this year- Nine swings were made throuqh
Marke t  T ime  and  yankee  S ta t . i on  as  the  sh ip  se t  new
reco rds  and  Mars '  f i r s t s .  On fy  a  few  p lanko \ rne rs

rema in .

super ro r  t ake -o f f  speed ,  pu l l ed  ou t  t o  a  command ing  l e id .  rne  sac r " . "n lo ,w i th  he r  po \ " re r  p lan t  f rom the  ba t t l esh ip ,  xen tucky l  was  soon  ove r_com1n9the  Mars .  As  the  l ead  was  abou t  t o  be  re i i oqu i s f rea ,  ou r  cap ta ln  dec .La red
lne  race  ove !  and  Mars  the  w inne r -  NeedLess  to  say ,  Mars  oas  soon  l e f t. : , : l : _ : : 1 " .31_ the  sac ramen to ,  as  she  s reamed  pas i .  A  l i t t l e  "o . " t t , i . , g

re66
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