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MARS SHl  PMATES G e n t l e m a n ,  o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  c o n r l n u e s  c o
I  m a i l  t h i s  n e i r s l e t t e r  t o  2 1 5  p a s t  s h i p m a t e s  o n  t h e  m a i _ I i n q
am t r y ing  to  keep  up  and  now have  the  use  o f  e -ma i l ,  v1a  ny

L r s t .  I
dauqh  te r  -

d e l e t i o n s

U S S  S Y L V A N I A

O u i  l a t e s t  r e u n i o n  n o t i c e s  h a v e  b e e n  p u b f i s h e d  i n  t h e  A n e r t c a n
L e g i o n  a n d  V F W  m a g a z i n e s .  A s  t h i s  n e w s t e t t e t  g o e s  i n  t h e  n a i l ,  t h e
M a r s  r e u n i o n  n o t i c e  s h o u l d  a p p e a r  i n  S h i f t  C o l o r s ,  t h e  N a v y  r e t i r e d
n e w s l e t t e r .  T h i s  n o t i c e  ! , , / i I l  b r i n g  a  b i g  r e s p o n s e  a n d  w e  s h o u l d
h a v e  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  a m o l n t  o f  n e q /  n a m e s  i n  t h e  n e x t  n e w s l e t t e r .
I f  y o u  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  m a k e  c o n t a c t  w l t h  a  p a s t  s h i p m J [ e ,  I e t  m e  X n o w -
I  w 1 1 1  i n f o r n  y o u  i f  I  h a v e  a  a d d r e s s .  W e  a l s o  h a v e  m e n b e r s  \ r h o  a r e
! . / i 1 1 i n q  t o  s e a r c h  o u t  n a m e s  t h r o u q h  t h e  i n t e r - n e t  s e r v a c e s .

U p - d a t e d  r e u n i o n  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  o n  p a g e s  2  a n d  l l .  W t l l  h a v e  n e L , s
l e t t e r  N O . 5  i n  t h e  m a i l  t h e  f l r s t  \ r e e k  o f  S e p t e m b e r .  T h i s  w r l l  a l l o r , /
e v e r v o n e  t i m e  t o  m a k e  t h e i r  f r n a l  r e u n i o n  p l a n s .

M a i f  c o n t i n u e s  t o  c o m e  i n  f o r  t h e  e n j o y a b l e  , , M A I L  C A L L , '  s e c t i o n  o f
t h e  n e w s l e t t e r ,  I f  w e  h a v e n ' t  h e a r d  f r o m  y o u  y e t ,  d r o p  a  f e , . {  L i n e s
a n d  1 e t  u s  k n o w  h o n  y o u  a r e  d o i n g .

MARS HISTORY w i th  the  he lp  f rom many  o f  you ,  I  now have
assenb led  a  subs tan t i a l  amoun t  o f  i n fo ima t ion  and  p i c tu res
o f  t he  Mars  and  he r  c rews .  ?h i s  has  been  a r ranged  by  da tes
and  p laced  i n to  th ree  r i ng  b inde rs .  t  have  o the r  c ru i se
books  l i ned -up ,  t ha t  I  hope  to  copy  and  have  a t  ou r  up_con ing
reun ion  i n  Oc tobe r .  p fease  con t i nue  to  send  i n fo rna t i ; n  o f
even ts  tha t  t ook  p lace  on  the  Mars .  p i c tu res  a re  mos t  we fcome-

The  las t  f ou r  pages  o f  t h i s  news le t te r ,  s ta r t s  a  sec t ron
on  the  sh ip ' s  h_ i s to ry .  Hope  th i s  b r i ngs  back  some memor res
o f  you r  days  on  the  Mars .

MAIL ING L IST  ove r  t h i s  pas t  yea r ,  I  have  rece i ved
n u m e r o u s  r e q u e s t s  f o r  a  m a i l i n g  l i s t  o f  t h e  s h i p , s  c r e w .
I  have  he ld  o f f  on  th i s  L i s t  un t i l  we  have  made  con tac t  r , r t t h

a s  m a n y  p a s t  s h i p n a t e s  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  b e f o r e  t h e  r e u n i o l l .
T h e  n e x t  n e w s l e t t e r  ( S e p t e m b e r : ) ,  w i l l  c o n t a i n  a I l  t h e
n a m e s ,  a d d r e s s e s ,  p h o n e  n u m b e r s ,  E _ m a i 1 ,  f o r  e v e r y o n e  o n

t h e  m a i l i n g  1 i s t .  I f  y o u  h a v e  E - m a i I  a n d  w a n t  i t  l i s t e d .
l e t  m e  k n o w .  p l e a s e  I e t  m e  k n o w  o f  a n y  a d d i t i o n s  o r  a n y
y o u r  a d d r e s s / p h o n e  n u m b e r  b e f o r e  A u g u s t  1 s t -

( A F S - 2 )  R E U N I O N :  O n c e  a q d i n ,  r h e  c r e w s  o f  t h e  l r a r s  a n d

t o
t o

N l a q a r a  ! a l 1 s
o n  I 7 - 2 0  J u n e .
J o h n  h a s  s e n t
t h e  p a s t  y e a r
s t a t e s  1 n  t h e
c r e w  m e m b e r s .

a r e  i n v i t e d  t o  t h e  S y l v a n i a  r e u n i o n  i n  c a t l i n b u r g ,  T N ,
C o n t a c t  J o h n  D .  p i e r c e  ( 5 1 7 )  8 8 6 _ S 6 2 9  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o ; , -

o u t  j o i n t  r e u n i o n  n o t i c e s  f o r :  t h e  A F S _ . ] , 2  a n d  3  o v e r
t o  v e t e r a n s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  3 0  o f  t h e  m o s t  p o p u l a t e i
U . S -  J o h n ' s  e f f o r t s  h a v e  h e l p e d  u s  l o c a t e  s o m e  o f  o u r
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As  th i s  news le t te r  goes  i n  t he  rT la i l ,
i t ' s  l u s t  f i v e  s h o r t  m o n t h s  b e f o r e  o u r
reun ion .  Fo r  t hose  who  p lan  to  a t tend
and  have  no t  sen t  i n  you r  req i s t ra t i on ,
n l o : < 6  / l ^  < ^  h w  ? 1  L , d ' r c t

D u t c h  h , 1 1 1  n e e d  s o m e  i d e a  o n  h o w  m a n y
p l a n  t o  a t t e n d  a n d  \ r h a t  d a y s  y o u  p l a n
t o  b e  i n  t o w n .
EVERYONE IS WELCOME:
Fa;T-a baq,-Ent=-Ticket and f ind your
wav  to  the  R ive rv iew  Ho te1 .  The  a i r -
po r t  i s  a  sho r t  t en  n inu tes  f rom the
h o t e l -  R e q l s t r a t i o n  o r  n o t ,  f e e l  f r e e
to  s top  by  any t ime  the  weekend  o f  t he

r W e  h d v e  h a d  s o m e  r e q u e s t s  f o r  r n f o r m
i a t i o n  o n  L h e  s h a r i n q  o f  r o o m s  d t  t h p
i h o t e . t .  T f  v o u  w a n t  t o  s h a r e  t h e  c o s t
: o f  a  r o o m ,  w r r t e  o r  o i v e  E v e r e t t  a
l ^ ^ r r  - - r

a b o u t  5 O t  o f  t h e  c r e l ,  l r v e  o n  t h e  w e s t  I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
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Y:l* . iA A  F i  f  f  h - .  ' . ' _  I

6 0 6 )  4 e 1 - r 2 0 0  
i

F r a n k  H a r t  ( 1 9 6 3 - 6 1  )  a i l I  h d v e  a
M a r . s  s l i d e  p r e s e n t a t i o n .  H e  h a s
trrany pictures of a much youJr! ter
c r e w .  T f  y o u  h a w e  s l i d e s  t o  s h a r e ,
m a k e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  F r a n k .  S e e  p a q e
1 1  f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n .

E R N I E  ( D U T C H  )
5 1 5  H a w t h o r n e

a i h ^ i n n : f  i  ^ u

MUELLER
Ave .
4 5 2 0 5
0(  5 1 3  )  9 2 1 - 0 3 1
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EARLY REGI SI 'RATIONS,wn a v e  D e e n  r e c e  i  v e d
t h e s e  s h i p m a t e s .

r . a r l  ^ - d  h e  w i  I I  l _ p l n  . n n r d i n a t e  t h r st : - - -  -  -

i n q  a t  t h e  r e u n i o n .  P l a n s  f o r  t h e  : , l a r s
o r q a n i  z a t i o n  w i f l  b e  d i s c u s s e d -
D o  w e  h a v e  s o m e o n e  w h o  w o u f d  l i k e  t o
c o o r d i n a t e  a  r e u n i o n ?  A t  t h r s  i ' r F

Coas t .  WE NEED YOUR IN-PUT.
I f  you  a re  unab fe  to  a t tend  th i s
reun ion ,  send  you r  comments  to  Du tch
o r  E v e r e t t .

E a r n i e  &  C a r o l i n e  B r e e d i  n q
( 1 9 6 1 _ 6 5 )
l , 1 r c h a e l  J .  C i a c c i o  ( 1 9 1 3  t 5 )
S t e v e  &  J u d r  G r o s s m a n  (  I  9 6 1 - 6 S  )
F r a n k  R .  H a r t  (  I 9 6 3 - 5 7  )
D e n n i s  M .  H a t f i e L d  ( 1 9 6 3 - 6 5  )
R o n  &  Y u k i e  [ e n n i n q  (  ]  9 6 7 - 7 0  )
G e o r g e  E .  J o h n s o n  { 1 9 6 3 - 6 6 )
E v e r e t t  &  T e r u k o  J o n e s  ( 1 9 6 5 - 6 8 )
E l r n e r  &  C o l f e e n  X a i s e r  ( 1 9 ? 3 - 7 6 )
c e r : a I d  &  C a r o f  l ( e s s i n q e r  (  , l 9 6 3 - 6 5
( 1 9 6 3 - 6 s )
B i l l  &  E l e a n o r :  L a d a  ( 1 9 6 5  6 7  )
J o h n  &  S h a r o n  L a p a q e  ( 1 9 6 5 - 6 t )
J o h n  M i I l i k e n  ( 1 9 5 8 - 6 9  )
E r n i e  &  B e t t y  M u e l l e r  (  I 9 6 8 _ 6 9  )
T e r r y  &  T e r e s i t a  P r i n n e r
( 1 9 6 9 - 1 5 )
P r a n k  R a w l  a  J u d y  ( 1 9 6 5 _ 6 7 )
R o b e r t  E .  S a m s o n  ( 1 9 6 3 - 6 6 )
W a I t  &  S u e  S i r m a n  ( 1 9 6 3 - 6 6  )
M i c h a e l  R .  T o y  ( 1 9 6 3 - 5 5 )
G e o r g e  C .  W a t k i n s  ( 1 9 6 5 - 5 6 )

I
I
!
I

psrrnign Headquarters

RIVERVIEI, I  HOTEL
c u t - o f  f  d a t e  i s
1 - 8 0 0  2 9 2  - 2 0 7  9

Kil ilAQv !
.".".rr. tio.,=:9 U4\ |
S e o t e m b e r  2 1 .  - . . t 2  |

B o o k i n g  # 4 2 3 9 .  I

A n  o r d e r  f o r  T - s h i i t s  a n d  b a l l
c a p s ,  w i t h  t h e  M a r s  p i c t u i e / l o q o
i s  b e i n q  w o r k e d  o n .  P r i c e s  \ ^ ' i 1 I
b e  c l o s e  t o  c o s t .  C o n t a c L  D u t c h
t o  p l a c e  y o u r  o r d e l .

Make Wav s O n T h e O



mAil CAil coMMENrs... . ' - . . . .rnmrhecr.ew
Tex Westem was much too modest in his letter. He was N,tr_ Mars. He was in Lone beach I

du.ilg the pre-commissioning detail and after finiag out he was the advaace mar ia yokosuka. ln
addition to being the Supply Department advance mar\ he was responsible for finding housing for
those whose dependents went to Yoko. I had asked that my car be carried aboard thi ship. This
was denied until the day we sailed. Thus my wife was in San Diego, without tra$ponation. We
left Sept I, I9&. On September 20, I received a message that she would be in Japan on the 2ld
and asking that I meet her. When we pulled in on thc 22r, she was standing on thi pier with Tex
and several other wives who had already arrived.

Tex was in Yoko to receive material Aom various far eastem sources. We were takinc the
place ofthree rypes ofships. AKS, AF and AVS. Budgets were so tight that we had ro nk-e
aboard the store that had been on Jupiter, the last AVS. These were all over Japao. There was a
mobile suppon activity in Sarebo. It was based on several barges. Tex and a small detachrnent had
to round up and pre-stage all these stores. Thenjust as we got ever',th.ing on Board USS Ranger
burncd up hcr boilers. She was brought into SRF Yoko and moored at the nert pier from Mari.
An umbilical cord was rigged with steam lines and clearical cablcs. Our Snipcs ran a full steaming
watch round the clock for three weeks, uotil Rangcr could get her on plant back on line.

Eamie R. Breeding 1963-65

Leav lnq  the  ! iABS in  Novenber  1970,  I  repor ted  to  N. rva l  Res iona l
I l ieC ica l  Cen ler  Oak land (Oa i r  Xno lL)  fo r  d .u ty .  In  June 19?6 I  wus
then t rans fer red  to  Kue (Kuwae)  Arny  Hos] ) i . taL  Ok i .nawa,  wh ich  was
chatlged to Naval Regional Medical Center Okinawa. In Late sprine
of L979 I received orders to the Department of Defense l/red.i(ral 

-

Examinat ion  Rev iew Board  (DoDHlnB)  in  Co lorad .o  Spr ings  ( locabed
at  the  USAF Academy) .  On Apr i l  Foo ls  Day,  1984 I  re t i red  as  i  io i , , .

In 1986 I becarne a Colorad.o State enployee aid slnce cnen rLave
worked as aJl Unempfoyment Bepresentiit ive, handl j.ng unemployment
c la ins ,  enp loyrnent  serv ices ,  D isab led  ve le ran 's  l iograrn i ,  and
for the past 4t years have worked. exclusf,vely with d.j.sl.ocated.
(une0rp loyed. )  ve tera-ns  in  the  Job Tra ln ing  !a r inersh ip  Ac t  (JT !^ )
program,

My wife Takako (June) and I call. CoLorado hone and we wil l be
celebratlng our 4Cth wed.dj.ng anriversary this la1l.

we were  surpr ised  qu j . te  recent ly  w i th  a  te lephone ca l l  f ron  a
MABS sh lpnate .  Johr  ; , / i11 is  (BTC)  and h i .s  w i fe  Tsuyako (sue)  a re
l i v ing  in  nearby  Wood land Park .  Evere t t  Jones  thouEht  we n ish t
be  fa i r l y  c lose  ne ig ) -bors  an t l  he  was r igh t .  I t  wos-good to  iee
a.n old shiprnate. They Joined us to watch Denver and ALLanta !n
s u p e r  B o w f  x x x l r r '  

T h e o d o r e  l .  R r d d . t e  { 1 9 6 6 - 7 0 )

NNT_ REuN loN
^tt55 17/ ::i.it::, :;':i"in3'3n;t"k, Jlit*'

Reun ion  Headquar te rs -R ive rv iew  Ho te l
Reserva t i ons  , - - , - -  1  -B0A -292  -20 ' t  9

Mars  book lng  #4239
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S e r v e d  o n  U S S  M a r s ,  1 9 6 3 - D e c . 1 9 6 5 .  A s s i g n e d  t o  A  D i v i s i o n .  A f t e r  t h ebes t  du ty  o f  my  nava l  ca ree t ;  was  t rans ie r red  to  Nava l  suppor i ,  o .  
- i " ng ,

V i e t n a m  t l l I  D e c e m b e t  1 9 G 6 .  F r o m  V i e t n a m  t o  f i r s t  a n d  o n l y - s h o r e  a u t y , .] n  Davenpor t ,  I owa ,  1966-1970 .  Se rved  as  Nava l  I ns t ruc to r  f o r  Nava l
R e s e r v e ' s .  F r o m  t h e r e  t o  L i t t l e  C r e e k ,  V A .  a b o a r d  U . S . S .  S a n  M a l s i o s
LSD-25 ,  un t r  I  d i  scha rc red .
A f te r  m i l i t a ry ,  wo rkea  as  Hosp l ta l  Eng inee !  a t  Napa  Va l ]ey ,  Ca I i f o ln ia .
Worked  ove r  seas  as  suppor t  pe rsonne l  f o r  o i1  conpany  l n  L ibya  andSou th  Amer i ca .
Con lng  back  to  the  s ta tes ,  s topped  in  F to r i da  and  ma . te  sa r :<^J -A  m '
home.  Needlng some k ind o i  empioyment ,  " t " i t "a-"* " i r - " r i - " I " - i , i , ^ i , " "
company ,  s t i l t  a t  i t  t he  p resen !  t rme .
Look ing  fo rward  to  the  sh ip ' s  reun ion .  you r  sh ipmate .

G .  J e r r y  L .  K e s s i n g e r  ( j 9 6 3 - 6 5 )

I  con t i nued  to  se rve  as  a  Navy  Chap la in  un t i l  t he  end  o f  1983 ,  when  Ire t i l ed .  Spen t  s j . x  i r eeks  i n  I s rae l ,  t hen  se rved  as  DcDr r j -w  n j r c . f ^ r  ^ f
Opera t j -on  B . l ess j . ng  a t  CBN fo r  f i ve  yea rs .
S t i I l  do  vo lun tee r  m in i s t r y .  Du r j . ng  the  sunners ,  f o r  examp le ,  I  ho ld
re l . i g ious  se rv i ces  fo r  t he  No l fo l k  T ides  T r rp le  A  baseba l l  t eam and
the j . r  opponen ts .
I  was  unab le  to  make  the  reun ion  i n  19g3  and  d idn , t  Kno ! . ,  abou t  t he
o the rs .  I  r rou fd  l ove  to  have  made  the  one  i n  B ranson ,  as  tha t , s  where
my  w i fe  and  I  had  ou r  honeynoon  a lmos t  50  yea rs  ago  ( June  1949) .

M a r v i n  E .  S n y d e r ,  C h a p l a . i n  ( 1 9 6 3 _ 6 6 )

Dear Everetl

Thank you for the mailing ofthe Mars Newsletter. What a yeoman'sjob ofpuning
together all this information. I wondered whether another reunion was fonhiomins. and
would hope to be able to make it to Cincinnati in October.

A.fter sea dury ofl5 months on the Mars fiom August, 1965 until October, 1966, I was
assigned to the Naval Dispensary in Yokohama. I campleted acrive duty in July, I 9 6 7
and resumed my residency in Internal Medicine in Cleveland. I continued my milirary
activities by working at the Naval Recruiting Station in Cleveland until I completed my
residency and fellowship in Pulmonary Diseases. I was then recruited to comc on rne
faculty at UCLA at Wadswonh V.A Hospital in Wes Los Aageles.

In 1972, I was married to Mary Jo Dicello. We have 2 sons and a daughter. I left the
V.A. in 1975, and began a pnctice in Pulmonary Medicine in Santa Monica. Two ofthe
kids are out ofthe house now, but I have remained busy in pracrice, and Mary Jo has
resumed her career in nursing We still live on l9'street in Santa Monica. Aside from
work, I have taken up fly-fishing, and like ro ski in rhe winrer.

It was a pleasure to read remarks fiom so many shipmates, and hope it will be possible to
join with some ofthem at the next reunion

Enclosed is a check for $25.00 for mail ing and publication expenses

COMMENTS .  .  . . . . . . f r o m t h e c r e w

PASS THE WORD ON TO YOUR SHIPMATES!
J o h n  W .  D a l t o n  ( D o c t o r :  1 9 6 5 - 6 6  )



T h a n k s  f o r  t h e  b a c k  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r : ,  i t
nemory .  I  f ound  some paper  work  tha t  i nd i ca tes  I
1 n  t h e  F a I I  o f  1 9 6 8 ,  n o t  t h e  S p r i n g -  I  a m  s e n d i n q
y o u  s o m e  p i c c L r e s  f o r  L h e  h t s t o r y  b o o k .  t  a m  a l s o
s e n d i n g  y o u  w h a t  I  b e f i e v e  r s  t h e  f l . r s t  ' , o f f i c r a l
o v e r n i g h t  p a s s  i n  O f o n g o p o , p l  f o r  a  f l e e t  s a i f o r .
I  a l s o  c o n t e n d  t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  f i r s t  o v e r n i g h t
i n  t he  po r t  o f  O longopo ,  g ran ted  to  a  l t a r l s  sa i l o r
i l aybe  ou r  readers  can  cha .L lenge  tha t  c la im .

I  spec ta l l y  en joyed  be ing  the  du ty  cunners_
mate  eve ry  t ime  they  pu t  a  boa t  i n  t he  wa te r
wh i l e  i n  coun t r y .  I  r emember  I  ' , a Imos t "  n rade
i t  t o  a  Bob  Hope  Show,  bu t  go t  ' , bunped ' ,  some_
how.  I  cu r rea t l y  work  fo r  a  na jo r  Eas t  Coas t
u t i l i t y  as  an  eng inee r  i n  t he i r  nuc lea r  p rog lam.

H . E .  { D o n )  D o n o v a n  (  1 9 6 8 - ? 0 )

o ]a ] r  t . " " r . n  t be  Mars ,  r  repo r ted  to  the  uss  Horne t  cvs -12 .
a  yea ! ,  was  t rans fe r red  to  NTC San  D iego .  Re t i red  f l : om ac t l ve
Oc tobe r  1969 .  Moved  to  Rogers ,  AR and  s ta l t ed  a  second  ca ree r
f o r  U n i o n  C a l b i d e .  R e t i r e d  a g a i n  i n  1 9 8 1 .
I  imag ine  the  respons ib i l i t i es  o f  A  D iv i s ion  were  bas i . ca l . l y  t he  same as
i t  was  then .  l , l i t h  t he  sh ip  be ing  new,  we  q re re  kep t  ve l y  bu i y  because  o f
mach j .ne l y  b reakdov , rns .  Be ing  the  f i r s t  sh ip  o f  i t - ' s  k ind ,  we  had  a  Lo t
o f  des ign  and  manu fac tu r i ng  p rob lems .  and  s t i I l  f u f f i l l ed  ou r  n i ss ion  i n
V i e t n a m .
so r ry  tha t  I  m issed  the  f i r s t  reun j .on  i n  San  D iego ,  bu t  cou ld  have  made
i t  t o  B ranson  fo r  t he  second  one .  I  hope  to  be  ab le  to  make  th i s  nex t  one(  Depend j .ng  on  the  da te ) .

R o b e r t  E .  S a m s o n  ( 1 9 6 3 _ 6 6 )

s t a r t e d  w o r k i n g  C i v i f  s e l v i c e  a t  K e L t y  A F B  i n  J a n . 1 9 6 7 .  " "  u  , p " " i u f i ] j i
app ren t ] ' ce .  I  am cu r ren t l y  a  Eng inee r j . ng  Da ta  Managemen t  Spec i ; l i s t
s t i 1 l  a t  Ke l l y  AFB,  wh ich  i s  schedu led  to  c lose  i n  Ju l y  2O-01 .  I  a t t ended
n igh t  schoo l  f o r  t en  yea rs ,  even tua lLy  ea rn ing  a  B / /S  f l om Sou thwes t
Texas  S ta te  Un j " v .  I  have  a l so  been  ac t i ve  i n  va r ious  c i v i c  o rgan iza t i ons ,
schoo l  boa rd ,  pa r r i sh  counc i l s ,  L ions  C lub  and  Sunday  Schoo l  Teacher .
I have many fond memories of my t j"me on the Uss ttarsl I  alro think from
t ime  to  t ime  o f  ny  fe l l ow  sh ipna tes  and  p lankowners .
f  am en joy ing  the  news le t te r  and  he re  i s  a  sma l ]  dona t i on  to  he lp  keep
i t  9 o i n 9 .

COMMENTS fnom the crew

c e i t a i n  L y  I  o q g .  a  . .
a a r i v e d  o n  t h e  i . 1 a r s

a n d  a f t e r
d u t y  i n
1,orKl ng

C l a u d e  A .  R a n k i n  ( 1 9 6 3 - 6 6 )
; " *

I have retired from the Nava.l Reserves as a
CWO-4 ,  L r j . t h  30  yea rs  to ta l  se rv i ce .  I  am
now se rv ing  l r i t h  t he  Ca l i f o ro ia  A rmy  Na t iona l
Guard  as  a  Da ta  p rocess j .ag  Tech ;  v la  a  i n te r
se rv i ce  t rans fe r .  I  w i l l  con t i nue  to  d r i 11
w i th  the  Na t iona l  cua rd  t i l l  age  60  and  then
permanen t l y  re t i r e .
f  a m  a l s o  c u r r e n t f y  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e' ' N a t i o n a l  M i l i t a r y  B r o k e r s  N e t w o r k " ,  E R A
Rea f  Es ta te  -

***6\roo,,r
R.e.urxrox

REMINDER

SEND rN yOUR REUNTON d

REGISTRATION NOW.

EVERYONE IS WELCOME.
Blake  B road \ " /ay  (  1  969 -70  )



COMMENTS from the crew

I'm not sure whether I'll make it to the reurLjon jn October. In any event, enclosed is
my check for $25.00 to assist in mailing costs and whatever. I sure appreciate all
your efforts. Piease make sure that you keep me on the mailing list.

L.M. SAPPANOS CAPT, SC, USN [R-ET) Supply 6/66-7/68

* - i r aa .  
U" .o r . . ss ion ing  the  sh rp  r  was  on ,  r  reques ted  and  rece rved

. .  o rde rs  to  the  Mars .  Upon  conp le t i on  o f  mov jng  my  fam i l y  t o  yokosuka ,
the  sea rch  was  on  to  l oca te  my  new sh ip .  f  r epo r tea  aboard  i n  Ju ty  19 ;5 ,v ia  h igh l i ne  o f f  p ra tas  Ree f .  The  Mars  was  on  spec ia_ l  ass ignmen t  l nconnec t i on  wr th  the  sa l vage  o f  t he  USS F rank  Knox ,  g rounded  on  th i s  ree f .I  had  the  good  fo r tune  to  se l ve  w i th  many  o f  t he  i t ankowners  who  \ re re
s t i l l  aboa rd  a t  t he  t ime .  A  g rea t  g roup  o f  men  who  had  wo lked  ha rd  tomake  Mars  the  sh ip  she  \ ras .  The  c re \ r s  t ha t  f o . I l o$7ed ,  con t i nued  to  ach ieve
these  h igh  s tandards  ove r  t he  yea rs  I  seve red  on  boa rd .

My  memo l ies  and  de ta i l s  o f  even ts  on  the  Mars  a re  qu l te  v i v id .  I  nademany  l as t rng  f r i ends  o f  my  fe r row  sh ipmates ,  and  have  s tayed  i n  con tac tw i th  them these  pas t  t h i r t y  yea rs .  S t i l l  l ook ing  fo r  o the rs  who  havegone  the i r  \ r ay .
You  a l \ . / ays  remember  i , / hen  you  a re  advanced  to  Ch ie f  pe t t y  O f f i ce r .  f nOc tobe r  66 ,  upon  re tu rn ing  to  yokosuka ,  I  was  i n fo rmed  t t r i t  t  had  been

advanced  to  E -? .  My  i n i t i a t i on  a t  t he  CpO C lub  the  nex t  day  was  one  o fthe  few  even ts  I  don ' t  r emember  the  end ing .  EMC Rober t  w .  Wh i te ,  Myf r i end ,  where  a re  you?  l l ope  to  ] . oca te  Rob ; l t  f o r  t h i s  up_coming 'a . i r . r ro . , .
I  de layed  my  ove r l  due  sho le  du ty  and  rece i ved  a  one  yea r  excens loD  onmy  tou r  o f  sea  du ty .  Ha l . f  way  th rough  th i s  ex tens ion ,  I  r ece i ved  o rde rs

to  V ie tnam.  AL I  e f fo r t s  f a i l ed  to  rema in  on  the  Mars ,  and  t rans fe l red
- r \ \  I  was .  On  ve ry  sho r t  no t i ce .  moved  my  fam iLy  back  to  San  D iego .

9 t . r ) .  On Iy  a  good  w l fe  wou ld  pu t  up  r j . t h  t h i s  k ind  o f  l i f e .
t  . /  \ : -t , , r i -  

On Iy  a  good_w l fe  wou ld  pu t  up  r j . t h  t h i s  k ind  o f  l i f e .'Z,Jl l , '  
. t  f  severed a year in the Mekong Del.ta ia, i th the Mobile

Vly r)( _--g... \  Riverine Force as a boat captain on a command controYa), u( "#i\, Riverine Force as a boat captain on a Command Control.
{-1ll '  // ' ,--..___Y \ tsoat. We operated with the Army's 9th. f[fantry
v \  /+ {z ic : * , , / l  D iv is ion ,  and i t  was  an  exper ience.  Over  the  p is t  few

7  yea rs ,  I r ve  been  t r y ing  to  l oca te  my  boa t  c rew  and  have
/ /  been  success fu l  1n  f i nd ing  two  o f  t hem.  A I1  young  k ids  a t

l \  t h e  t i m e ,  w h o  d i d  o n e  h e l l  o f  a  j o b .
( I \  T r a n s f e r r e d  t o  S a n  D i e g o  i n  1 9 7 0 ,7 ( { \ \  T rans fe r red  to  San  D iego  i n  1970 ,  t o  NTC in  the  Rec ru i t

l l  \  T ra in ing  Command-  T ra ined  rec ru j . t s  f o !  t he  nex t  t h ree
\N ;., .  I  ye3rs, and it  was a very awardinq experience for me.
\ \ \ \ \ \  Hao  cne  oppor tun i t y  t o  i n f l uence  the  l i ves  o f  a  l o t  o f

\ ' \ \ \S  young  men .  A l so  had  the  good  fo r tune  to  se rve  w i th  two
l7 \ , l >> i \  " {  ny  fo rmer  Mars  sh ipmates ,  BTCS John  w i t l i s  {1966_68)
l l  \ t ) / t  a n d  E M C  A u g u s t o  M a r L j . n e z  ( 1 9 6 5 - 6 9 ) .

Rece ived  sh ip -boa rd  o rde rs  i n  1974 .  Some_wha t  shocked  w i th  the  a t t i t ude
o f  t he  ne \ r  navy ,  t u r :ned  down  advancemen t  to  E_9 ,  and  t t ans fe r red  to  theF fee t  Rese rve  i n  Sep tember  1974 ,  r { , i t h  a  to ta t  o i  24  yea rs ,  2  mon ths
s e r v i c e .  T h i s  p a s t  N o v e m b e r . l g g g ,  m a d e  2 4  y e a r s  a n d  2  m o l t h s  o f  r e t i r e _me4 t  f l om the  navy .

.  wo rked  the  nex t  20  yea ls  fo r  my  l oca l  schoo l  d i s t r i c t ,  and  made  my
Las t  re t i l enen t  i n  Ju Iy  199S,  a t  t he  age  o f  62 .  F ind  tha t  t h i s  re t i r emen t
i s  ooe  th ing  I  do  rea l  \ a re f  l .  Keep  ve ry  busy  l r i t h  my  hobb ies  and  the
o rqan iza t i ons  I  an  i nvo l ved  w i th .  My  lwo  ch r ld ren  L i ve  i n  t he  San  D legoarea  and  ny  be t te r  ha f f  and  f  w i l l  be  ce leb ta t i ng  ou r  43 rd  wedd ing
ann ive rsa ry  th i s  coming  December .  B lessed  w i th  qood  hea l th ,  hope  i o  maketh i s  re t i r emen t  t h ing  l as t  a  l ong  t ime .

E v e r e t t  R .  J o n e s  ( 1 9 6 5 _ 6 8 )



Moving? 
coMMENrs

l ,e t  us  know. . . . .
q ^ r r v  ( 7 c  m i  e c 6 r l  ^  ' i _

I  z u w  n , r r e 5  d w d y -  r  w d s

sber ry  and  have  ta l ked
f h c  . T - 6 1  i r  M a r  r r a r

- 7 - from the cnew

o n l
S t a n

t h ru

on  the  B ranson  reun ion ,  s ince  ne  a re
on  the  same p lane  to  Japan  w i th  B l l l

t o  h i s  w i fe  a  coup fe  t imes  \ , / hen  go ing

G o t  s i c k  o n  M a r s ,  s p e n t  l a s t  6  m o n t h s  o f  e n l i s t m e n t  i n  h o s p l t a l s ,
Yokosuka ,  Sco t t  AFB,  ILL  and  c rea t  Lakes  Hosp i ta f ,  where  I  go t  d i sab iL i t y
d i s c h a r g e -  S p e n t  5  y e a i s  l r i t h  c o u l d  f n c r ( i n d u s t r i a l  b a t t e r y  d i v i s i o n ) .
Then  15  yea rs  i n  t he  p lumb ing  bus iness .  Fo r  t he  l as t  10  yea rs ,  have
\ ^To rked  fo r  K imber l y  C la rk  ( k leenex ) ,  he re  i n  Ok lahoma.
Rea l l y  i n te res ted  i n  f i nd ing  "o Id "  sh ipmates .  E -ma i1  add resses  wou_ Id  be
a  g r e a t  a d d i t i o n ,  I  L h i n k .  S e n d  m e  a n y  n a m e s ,  T ' 1 1  l o o k  o n  t h e  c o m p u t e r
to  see  i f  I  can  f i nd  sone  fo f ks .
P l e a s e  s e n d  p a s t  n e w s l e t t e r s .  W e  s e e n  t h e  M a r s  i n  p e a r l  i n  1 9 8 1
boy  wha t  a  th r i l l  t hen .  Thanks  and  keep  up  the  good  l ro rk .

Robe i t  A .  (Bob)  Schor : fhe ide

o r  ' 8 2 ,

( 1 9 6 7 - 6 8 )

H e l l o  t o  a l l ,  I  w o n ' t  b e  a b l e  t o  a t t e n d  t h i s  y e a r ,  b u t  l r i f l  b e  l o o k r n g
f o r w a r d  t o  f u t u r e  r e u n i o n s ,  r e t i r i n g  f o r  t h e  s e c o n d  t i m e  n e x t  y e a r  i n
J u n e  a n d  h a v e  m o t o r h o m e  w i l l  b e  t r a v e l i n g .

/  R e p o r t e d  o n  b o a r d  U S S  M A R S  A F S l  i n  F e b  1 9 6 8  a s  S K 1  a n d  t r a n s f e r r e d  i n
.  \ i  J u f y  o f  1 9 - 1 2  a s  S K C .  H a d  a  g r e a t  N a v y  c a r e e r  a n d  a  l o t  o f  f u n  t h r o u g h

( ' . u / / o u t  m y  v a r i o u s  d u t y  s t a t i o n s ,  r e t i r e d  i n  1 9 8 3  a s  C W O 3 , S C , U S N  w h i l e
f /  s t a t i o n e d  a t  N A S  W H I D B E Y  I S L A N D .  W A ,  " g o d ' s  c o u n t r y " .  W e n t  t o  w o r k  f o r' '  t h e  S u p p f y D e p t .  h e r e  a t  N A S  W I  i n  1 9 8 7  a n d  a m  c u r r e n t l y  a  c s t 3  d o l n g  t h e

s a m e  j o b  I  d t d  i n  t h e  N a v y  o n l y  g e t t i n g  p a i d  m o r e  a n d  s t i l l  n o t  g e t t i n g
u l r u e r w a y .  ( , o r n g  E o  r e E i r e  i n  J u n e  o f  2 0 0 0  a g a i n  a n d  g o  t r a v e l i n g  i n  o u r
n e w  m o t o r h o m e  a n d  p l a n  t o  m a k e  t h e  f u t u r e  r e u n i o n s ,  a s  l o n g  a s  t h e y  a r e n '
i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  \ d i n t e r  i n  t l m  b u c k  t n o  n o w h e r e .  L o o k i n q  f o r w a r d  t o

Le f t  Mars  wh i l e  i t  was  l oad ing  i n  Oak land .  Wen t  t o  NAAS Chase  F le ld ,
B e e v i l l e ,  T X .  S e r : v e d  a s  M a t e r i a l  O f f i c e r  u n t i l  R A D ,  A u g u s t  6 5 .  R e t u r n e d
Lo  educa t i on  and  taugh t  a t  un i ve rs i . t y  l eve l  f o r  20  yea rs  (M id  TN S ta te
Un ive rs i t y  and  Ber r : y  Co l l ege ,  cA) .  Ea rned  doc to ra te - i n  ed_WAqLa ! ]  i n  Z6 .

S tayed  iD  rese rves  fo r  22  more  yea rs  and  had  many  i n te res t l ng  Eou j : s
o f  A C D U  T R A .  H i t  t h e  b i g  " s i x  o h "  ( 6 0 )  I a s t  m o n t h  a n d  e n j o y i n g  t h e  n a v y
p a y  a 9 a i n .  I ' m  n o w  e n j o y i n g  t e a c h i n g  t e c h n o l o g y  ( c o m p u t e r ,  C A D , e t c )  a t
m idd le  schoo l

) k -  I  \ r as  the  sh rps  s to re  o f f i ce r  and  c re \ r s  mess  o f f i ce r  aboard  the  Mars -
z  Had  some g rea t  ch ie f s  to  se t  t he  ope ra t i on  up  and  make  me  Iook  good .

I  I i ve  abou t  a  m i l e  f rom ano the i  p lankowner ,  L?  Andy  Bur ton -  Look ing
fo rward  to  the  99  reun ion  i n  Oh io -

M i c h a e l  B a c h l e r  (  1 9 6 3 - 6 4  )

s e e i n g  s o m e  o f  t h e  N O W  O L D  s h i p m a t e s ,  C o u r s e  E d  F o u r r i e  a n d  D u t c h  U u e l l e r
! .rere old then, so must be reatty oLD now. anyway,- t I i f-TE-i
b e a u t i f u l  s t a t e  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  t h e  m o r e  b e a u t i f u l  W h i d b e y  I s l a n d .

P h i t i p  L .  M c c a r r  ( 1 9 6 8 - ' t 2 l

T  w a s  o n l y  s t a t i o n e d  o n  t h e  1 4 a r s  f o l  d  s h o r t  p e r i o d  o !  t i m e .  J  r / a s
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  h e r e  f r o n  t h e  U - S - S .  S t a t e n  I s I a n d  ( A G B - 5 ) ,  w h e n  s h e
w a s  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  U . S .  C o a s t  G u a r d -  F r o m  t h e  M a r s ,  I  w a s  t r a n s f e r r e d
t o  t h e  U - S . S .  T a n n e r  ( A G S - 1 5 )  o u t  o f  P e a r l  H a r b o r ,  H a \ r a i i -  U p o n  b e i n g
r e l e a s e d  ( r ! ) [  _ 4 ! ! ! L e  d u t y ,  I  w a s  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  N a v a ]  R e s e r v e  a t  N . A . S .
) 1 o f  f e t  F r e l d  d n d  N . A . S .  l l a m e d a  f o r  d b o u t  t w o  y e a r s -

I  d o  r e m e m b e r  F r a n k  R a w l .  H e  w a s  p r o m o t e d  t o  Q M C  w h e n  I  w a s  o n  b o a r d .
I  h a v e  r e m e m b e r e d  a  n u m b e r  o f  c r e l v  m e m b e r s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  l i s t e d  i n  t h e
n e w s L e t t e r .  E n c l o s e d  i s  a  c h e c k  t o  h e l p  w r t h  t h e  M a r s  n e w s l e t t e r  a n d
r n a l l 1 n g .

T o n t /  c a u l i s  { A C  I  I 9 6 6  )



. . . . f r o m t h e c r e w

He l lo  Boa ts .  I  go t  you r  packe t  i n  t he  ma i l  t oday  and  wor r . . . does  th i s
s tu f f  eve r  b r i ng  back  some nemor ies .  I  su re  hope  \ re  a1 l  app rec ia te  a l l
t he  work  tha t  has  to  go  i n to  such  an  under tak ing .  Boy  you  have  done  a
b a n g  L r p  j o b  a s  f a r  a s  I  c a n  s e e .  T  j u s t  t a l k e d  t o  B i l l  S t a n s b e r r y - . .  u p
t h e  r o a d  f r o m  u s  i n  M i  s s o u r l  .

Found  a  fe i r  names  tha t  r i ng  be l l s .  Wou ld  ] i ke  to  know \ rhe re  more  o f
them a re ,  so  we  cou ld  check  them ou t  du r ing  ou r  t rave l s .

E -ma i I  i s  a  g rea t  r . 7ay  we  cou ld  a I I  rene \ r  o Id  f r l endsn rps  Eoo .  I  have
a  web  s i t e  where  I  show o f f  some o f  my  pho tog raph ic  l r o rk , .  - a  s ide l i ne /
tax  dodge  bus iness .  Check  i t  ou t  when  you  have  t ime ,  and  s ign  the  gues t
b o o k  i f  y o u  w i l l .  ( b o b f l d y c w e b z o n e .  n e t  )  .

Keep  up  the  g rea t  $ ro rk .  l , / a i t i nq  to  hea r  more .  Thanks  aqa rn -
B o b  S c h o r f h e l d e  ( l  9 6 7 - 6 8  )  

*

I  r e t i r e d  J u n e  1 5 , 1 9 7 3  a t  U . S .  N a v  F a c ,  C o o s  B a y ,  O R .
Moved  to  Fe rnda le ,  Ca l i f o rn ia  and  wor : ked  a t  pac i f i c
Lu rnbe r  fo r  10  yea rs .  Then  was  owner  o f  a  sna l l  r es t
au ran t  f o r  7  yea rs .  So ld  tha t  and  l ro rked  fo r  Ch ico
D r a i n  O i f  S e r v i c e  f o r  1 0  y e a r s ,  d r i v i n g  a  t a n k e r  t r u c k .

Re t i red  Oc tobe r  9 ,1998  f rom tha t  j ob  and  bough t  p rop
e r t y  he re  i n  c ran ts  pass ,  Oregon .  Moved  he re  i n  Nov ,

1 9 9 A  -
I  am a  p lankowne !  o f  t he  Mars -  So  fa r  I  have  been

unab le  to  a t tend  any  reun ions ,  bu t  am hop inq  now
t h a t  I ' m  r e t i r e d ,  \ , / r l  I  b e  a b l e  L o  a r r e n d  i n d  m e e r

o fd  acqua  i  n tances  -
C a r l  G .  T r o t t e r  ( 1 9 6 3 - 6 4 )

\ f . .  C o M M E N T S . .
\3

R E U N I O N  1 9 9 9
S r s a  ! a  E .  ^ , . -  d r ^ 5  i . s ! !

f  w i l l  b e  h o l d i n g  m y  b r e a t h  f o r  t h e  n e x t  8  m o n t h s -  I  t h i n k  t h e  O . o O t " - - *
t h a t  g e t  t o  t h e  r e u n i o n  w i l f  b e  i m p r e s s e d  v , r i t h  T a f I  S t a c k s .  I t  h a s
g o t t e n  b e t t e r  e a c h  t i m e  t h e y  h a v e  h e l d  r t  ( t h i s  i s  t h e  4 t h ) ,  a n d  t h e
c r o w d s  h a v e  e n j o y e d  i t  a f f .  A  1 o t  o f  h i s t o r y  i s  o n  d l s p l a y .  ( T h e  A m e r i c a n
O u e e n  s e e m s  a s  b i g  a s  M A R S ,  a n d  m u c h o  p o s h e r ) .

I  h a v e  a  I o t  o f  s l i d e s  I  t o o k  o n  M A R S ,  m a n y  o f  t h e m  c f o s e u p s  o f  v a r i o u s
c r e w m e m b e r s .  I f  o t h e r s  h a v e  s l i d e s  l i k e  t h a t ,  i t  l r o u I d  b e  a n  i d e a  f o r
t h e r n  t o  b r i n g  t h e m  a n d  w e  c a n  s e t  u p  a  c o n t i n u o u s  s l i d e  p r e s e n t a t i o n .  f f
t h e r e  a r e  s l r d e s  o u t  L h e r e ,  b r  r n g  t h e m  l o  L h e  r a L n t o n .

5 d r u  a L  u E ! v ! e ,  b u t  s h i f t i n g  t h e  r e u n i o n  t o  C o v i n q t o n  r . r a s
a  g r e a '  r d e a .  c i v e n  t h e  ^ o n s t r u c t  r o n  o f  t h e  n e L  B e n q a l s  s t a d t L r . ,  p o s c _ o - -
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  n e \ r  s i a d i u m  f o r  t h e  R e d s ,  a n d  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a
r e f u r b r s h e d  I - 1 7  t h r o u g h  d o w n t o w n ,  i t  w o ! r 1 d  b e  a  n i g h t m a r e  f o r  a  v i s i t o r .

A n o t h e r  d r a l r  f o r  v l s i t o r s  i s  a n  a q u a r i u m  i n  N e w p o r t  w h i c h  o p e n s  t h i s
c o n i n g  s p r i n g .  I t  r s  g o l n g  t o  b e  a  ! , / o r l d  c l a s s  a t t r a c h i o n ,  a n d  i t , s  b i o
f e a t J r F  r s  o o r n o  L o  b ^ .  s h a r x  t a n k  p d c k e d  w . r t h  d l l  k i n d s  o l  n , g . r r a , ^ i .

A I I  i n  a I 1 ,  I ' n r  l r a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  r e u n i o n .  I t  L , r I l  b e  m y  f i r s t  a n d  I
c a n ' t  t h i n k  o f  a  b e t t e r  o n e -  M A R S  l r a s  m y  f i i s t  a n d  o n l y  p l a n k o u n e r  t o u r . ,
a n d  a l t h o u q h  I  h a d  g o o d  a n d  b a d  e x p e r i e n c e s  o n  t h e  o t h e r s ,  t h e  e x o e r i e n c e s
o n  | I A R S  s t a n d  o u t  - S e c  y o u  i n  o c t o b e r .

F r a n k  R ( S q u r r r l e y )  H a r t  (  I 9 6 3  6 7  )

-*ou'(



COMMENTS from *re crew

I was assigned to the USS Mars in April t963, at the National Steel ShipFrd in San Diego. In
November of that year I was temporarily assigned to the Naval Shipyard, Long Beach, aieo in charge ofthe Precom detail, under CWO Tex Westem_ We were to receive the AEL items and supplies for the
op€ration of the ship prior to the Comm isioning date of Decem &r 21 1963.
Shortly after that date, in March 1964, I was then assigned to Naval Supply Center, Oakland, Ca. as pO
in_ charge ofthe Fill Loadout detail, under Ltjg. A.J. Burton, to r"oiu", inu*tory una store aI items in a
Mock-up ofeach sto.age location, similar to the actual rayout ofthe ship itseri Another detair ofmen.
with SKI W-illiam.O'Reilly in charge,prepared IBM Inventory, Location cards, for each item , inpreparation for on-loading aboard !!e I\4{!-9n rls q!l!v4l in Oakland. lt\.yasa large, sometimes
problematic, operation that weniirnooth=ly iii.;ust a ie* aiouna ihe ilock workine hours.
t also recall csc Jim Doyre,as a very dedicated comm chiel so stated by Frank-Han in his le.er, fed the
crew the best chow in the fleet_ Deck Ofticer Ltjg. A. Singer and I, ofcourse with Chief Doyles
permission, we would Taste Test his soup ofthe day, tom;to based especially, prior to serving it to the
ctew. we. were both addicted to this particular dericacy, and sorry ofhearing oihis passing, iould surery
agree with me wholeheartedly.
I. was also fortunate to have shared a good rappon with CDR E. M. Morris, Assistant Supply Officer,
during^my final. "short timer" days aboard ship. Looking back, l can honestly say that he'was one ofihe
fincst Oflicers that I had served r_rnder in my i0 years oisewice
In Novernber l9&, PCI Joe Dale and m)self alollwith 4 or 5 other crew members, retumed to the
States,to our requested final stations, for retirernen-t to the Fleet ReseNe.
Soon afier my retirement, in May of 1965, I was employed by the Catifornia Dept. ofAgriculture, as a
Fruit and Vegetable Quality contror Inspector. Don,t ask how an Aviation Storekeeper courd quarify as an
agricultural inspector- as that is a story_ in its s€lf. During the 22 years that folowed, I subsequentry was
p.omoted to District supervisor ofthe ventura , oxnard area untir my retirement im vay to'a7, d towing
a mild stroke that fortunately was not severe.
Enjoyed many deep sea fishing trips liom then on, until I fell offmy roof, after completion ofa second
:,"g.iq' i l"I 

to my home. Now I spend my horjrs and days in my woodworking shop, building clocks.
Iumlture and other wood projects lor sale or gifts lo friends and family.
After 34 plus years ofNaB/ retirement.r have certainly b€aten the preiicted odds for death , thar I often
hear about. Who was it that claimed five years was the average lifetime after military retirement?
Am enclosing a copy ofthe Commissioning pamphlet and also a donation for you to help in the future
newsletters that I look forward to receiving. please include me on your mairing list arong with a few other
former crew members that I wil l l ist below 

n..t r,or.rg"ortn ( r 963_64 )

Iovely brlde spglq! p3!! of _rheir honeynoon deep-sea flshlng
ln Florlda' s azure dtfeiitrfc coa-SraT-Tiarers El'd:Itif ttrsfr.- _

PASS THE WORD ON TO YOUR SHIPMATES!

TWO NEARLY-DEADS BECOME NEWLY-WEDS AND THAT'S NO APRIL FOOLS JOKT

- 9 -

On Aprll f lrst, 1999,s AprLl Fools Day, retlred Chlef Radaroan
Ray Cll lman (68-70) ct-ed the wedd tng bquare-knot r ' l th the
forroer Ma Betty Mclean TackeEt. ln the droplcal Daradlse of
Sebastlan, Florlda. Both beLng avtd ftshelpersons Ray and hi-s

twenty-four foot yacht "STARRY AYED". Ray,s nev first oace
ls a Kentucky glrl but ln vlew of her flshlng and southern
cooklnt skll le re son.t hold rhat agalnst hei. What luck
. !ndl$ a mate vho prefers ftshlng iackle over Je'relry as
blrCMay and ChrlstEas presents.
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Y O U R  S U P P O R T  F O R  ' T H E  N E W S L E T T E R
IS GREATLY APPRECIATED.

J o h n  W .  S p a r g u r
E a r n i e  B r e e d i n q
R a y m o n d  P .  G i  1 l n a n
M i c h a e l  R .  B a c h f e r
P e t e r  F .  W a r n c k e
w i  1 I  i a m  E .  L a d a
C l a u d e  A .  R a n k i n
H a r r y  E .  D o n o v a n
G e r a l d  L .  l ( e s s  i n g e !
F r a n k  R .  H a r t

$ 1 0 0 . 0 0
2 1  . A A
2 5 . 0 0
2 5 . O A
2 5 . 0 0
2 0 . 0 0
2 0 . 0 0
2 5 . 0 0
2 5 . 0 0
2 0 . 0 0
2 5 . 0 0
2 5 . 0 0
2 5 . 0 0
2 5 . 0 A
2 5  . 0 0
5 0 . 0 0
2 0 . 0 0
2 5 . 0 0

E v e r e t t  R .  J o n e s
M a r v i n  E .  S n y d e r
R o b e r t  E .  S a m s o n
J o h n  t ! .  D a  I  h o n
L o u l s  M .  S a p p a n o s
E a r l  L o n g w o r t h
A n t h o n y  J .  c a u l i s
E l m e r  S ,  K a  i  s e r

Stareurrur oF AccouNr

P a l l  ' l  9 9 8  B a l a n c e
N e w  D o n a t l o n s

9 5 1  7  . 4 6
5 2 6 . 0 0

s r , r 4 3 . 4 6T o f a  I

t h e

$ 1 4 2 . 2 9

1 4 . 3 1

1  5 9  . 2 0

2 2 2  .  8 2

S p r i n q  1 9 9 9  B a l a n c e s 5 4 8 . 8 4

E n v e l o p e s  / l a b e l s  a n d
p r i n t i n g  o f  p a s t
n e w s f e t t e r s .

P r i n t  / m a i l i n q  o f  t h e
r e u n t o n  r e g l s t I : a t i o n ,

P o s t a g e .

P r i n t i n g / n a i l j n g  o f
N O .  4  n e w s  l e t t e r

WT MOURN THT
PASSING OF A SHIPMATE

M A 3  M i f t o n  L .  M c p a r r e n

P a s s e d  a w a y  i n  D e c e m b e r  1 9 9 &

M i I t o n  \ r a s  a  M a r s  p l a n k o w n e r
a n d  s e r v e d  o n  b o a r d  t i l ]  i 9 6 4



w i  1 l  h a v e
b r o c h u r e

F r a n k  H a r t  { 1 9 6 3 - 6 7 )  ! r i L l  c o o r d i n a t e  a  M a r s  s t i d e  p r e s e n E a E r o n
a t  ou r  up -cominq  reun . i on .  F tank  has  nany  s l i des  taken  du r inq
t h e  1 9 6 3 - 1 9 6 7  p e r i o d  o n  t h e  M a r s ,  I f  y o u  h a v e  s l i d e s  y o u  w o u l d

be  l r i 1 l i ng  to  sha re ,  con tac t  F rank  by  ma i l .  I f  vou  a re  noE
cominq  to  th i s  reun ion  and  have  s l i des  we  can  use , ( to  be  re
tu rned ) ,  pu t  you r  name on  then  and  ma i l  t o  F rank  Har t ,  631

C l e v e l a n d  A v e ;  T a y l o r  M i l l ,  K y  4 1 0 1 5 - 1 9 0 4 .  I f  y o u  w o u l d  t i k e
to  he lp  F rank .  I e t  h in  know.

In  ne$Ts le t te r  NO.2 ,  l r e  pub l i shed  an  a r t i c l e  by  p rank ,  on
the  Ken tucky  V ie tnam Ve te rans  Memor ia l .  f ' o r  t hose  who  l rou ld
l i ke  to  v i s i t  t h i s  memor ia l ,  l r h i l e  a t tend ing  ou r  reun ron ,  we
brochures  i n  ou r  hosp i ta l i t y  room.  I f  you  wou ld  l i ke  a

ma i led  to  you ,  con tac t  F rank  a t  t he  above  add ress .

s t o c k
oyab le

Add l t i ona l  dona t i ons  have  been  rece i ved  f rom Char les  Cuson  and  F rank
R a w I ,  t o  b e  u s e d  f o r  t h l s  r e u n i o n .

NEWSLETTER DUES The  sub jec t  o f  dues  keeps  con idg  up .  Dues  a re  noL
be ing  l eques ted  a t  t h i s  t ime .  Dona t ions  a re  keep ing  the  news le t te r
funded  and  I  wou fd  l i ke  th i s  t o  con t i nue .  A  cons ide rab le  amoun t  o f  t ime

R E U N I O N  r e c i s t r a t i o n  t e e s  w i r r  b e  u s e d  b y  D u t c h  M u e - L l e r  t o
o u r  h o s p i t a l l t y  r o o m s  i , 7 i t h  t h e  g o o d i e s  t h a t  w i l l  m a k e  f o r  a n  e n l
a n d  r e l a x i n q  s o c l a b l e  e v e n t .

and  e f fo r t  i s  spen t  on  nak ing  con tac t  l r i t h  ou r :
pas t  sh ipmates .  Many  o f  us  a re  s t i I I  wo rk ing  and
p u t t l n g  c h l l d r e n  t h r o u g h  s c h o o l -  R e t i r e m e n t  i s
s t i I l  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  T o  d r o p  s o m e o n e  o f f  t h e  m a i l -
i ng  l i s t  because  o f  non -paymen t  o f  a  few  do l l a rs
r s  u n n e c e s s a r y ,  B e s i d e s ,  l e s s  b o o k  k e e p i n g .
I  now have  the  cos t  o f  t he  news le t te r  do r rn  to  abou t
. 9 ? C  p e r  m a l l i n g .  A  1 o t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  9 2 . 0 0  a
yea r .  Your  comments  and  sugges t i ons  a re  we lcome
and  th i s  w i l l  be  d i scussed  a t  t he  reun ion  du r ing
the  bus iness  mee t ing .  Your  i n -pu t  i s  needed .

* * *  W e  h a v e  t h e  M a r s  c r e w  I

i n  t h e  W e s t e i n  S t a t e s .

i v rFd  rh  n )  hd lb&ddaee .db r l r r dFdd i cnboa .qK
| 'e. 12),D.c@& b ixi * ddJe tu

r h ^ ! t i '  q n c  I  i  v r  n d  M o i d r h .

O v e r  6 0  i n  C a l i f o r n l a .

4bry
illslg

A  ] i t t ] e  n e l r s
and  i n fo rna t i on
f rom the  f  l ee t
fo r  t hose  who
are  l ,  r  v i ng
i n -  l a n d  a n d
have  no  con tac t
w i th  sa  1 t  wa te r
and  the  b ig  pond

MAN OVERBOARD !

T h e  U S S  K i t t y  H a w k  { C V - 6 3 )  i s  t h e  o l d e s t  s h i p  i n  t h e
f l e e t .  T h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  a 1 l o w s  t h e  3 8  y e a r - o l d  c a r i i e r
t o  d i s p l a y  t h e  F i r s t  N a v y  J a c k  l n  p l a c e  o f  t h e  U n i o n
J a c k .  ? h e  X i t t y  H a w k  i s  n o h /  h o m e p o r t e d  i n  y o k o s u k a .

? h e  m a n  w h o  n a s  s a i . d  t o  h a v e  " s i v e n  b i r t h "  t o  t h e
H - 4 6  S e a  K n i q h t  h e l i c o p t e r ,  L o y d  M c  C r a c k e n  r e t i r e d  i n
1 9 9 8 .  M c  C r a c k e n ' s  s p e c i a l t y ,  t h e  S e a  K n i q h t ,  i s  o n e  o f
t h e  o l d e s t  h e l i c o p t e r s  i n  t h e  N a v y ' s  i n v e n t o r y  a n d  h a s
s e r v e d  t h e  f l e e t  f o r  m o r e  t h e n  3 0  y e a r s .

T h e  U S S  J a r r e t t  ( E l c - 3 3 ) ,  h o m e , p o r t e d  i n  S a n  D i e g o ,
n a d e  N a v a l  h i s t o r y  l a s t  D e c e m b e r .  F o r  t h e  f i r s t
c r m e ,  a  w o m a n  t o o k  c o n m a n d  o f  a  m a n - o f - w a r .
C o m n a n d e r  K a t h f e e n  M c c r a l h ,  h a d  s e r v e d  f o u r  t o u t s
o n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  s h i p s ,  b e f o r e  t a k r n g  c o m m a n d  o f  t h e
U S S  J a r r e t t .
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\ r n  M a y  9 , 1 9 6 1 ,  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  S h i p s ,  D e p a l t m e n t  o f  t h e  N a v y

awarded  a  con t rac t  t o  Na t iona l  S tee l  and  Sh j .pbu i l d ing  o f
San  D iego .  ca l i f o rn la  to  bu i l d  t uo  sh ips  o f  i  comp le te  and
revo lu t i ooa ry  des ign  and  concep t .  The  f i r s t  t o  have  i t , s
k e e l  l a i d  w a s  t h e  U . S . S .  M a r s  ( A F S - 1 ) .

on  the  Mars  began  on  t l ay  5 ,1962 .  as  Cap ta in
Commander Service Squadron One, struck the
the  kee l  l ay ing  ce lemony .

' . l i ,  he .spec ia t  s i . x  b lade  p rope l l e r  l , ' as  i ns ta l l ed  on  May  I
-  f o l l owed  by  the  rudder  on  May  10 ,1963 .
rl

2 L t  1 1 2 9  o n  J u n e  1 5 , 1 9 6 1  t h e  U S S  M a r s  t a s  l a u n c h e d .  T h e  s h i p s
ch r j . s ten j .ng  was  by  Mrs .  C lyde  Doy le .

(  ons  t ruc t i on
O .  M .  B u t f e t .
f i r s t  a r c  a t

-C. ; : : : : :  
Russel l  c .  Medley,  usN was ass lgned as rhe f i rs t  .o^ .unJ$

J Y l o r .  r . a .  h e r  f i r s t  s e a  v o y a g e  o n  o c r o b e r  t 4 , 1 9 6 3 .

Commander  Howa id  C .  9ve l l sman  was  ass igned  as  the  f i r sE  Execu t i ve
Of  f  i ce r  -
Conmander  Char : l es  A -  ca rdne r  was  ass igned  as  f i i s t  Supp ly  O f f i ce i

J \ / f ona^y ,  November  4 ,1961 ,  app rox rmare ry  430  o f f i ce rs  and  en l i s ted
men  commenced  f i ve  weeks  o f  ex tens i ve  t ra in ing  a t  t he  F lee t
T ra in ing  Cen te r  i n  San  D iego .

( / t n  December  15 ,  t he  Mars  go t  underway  fo r :  t he  Long  Beach  Nava l
! ; h rpya rc t .  Se .Lec ted  c re t " , rnembers  go t  t he  sh ip  underuay .  The  rem inder

o f  t he  c rew was  t rans fe r red  to  Long  Beach  on  December  20 -
c7
. . h e  M a r s  w a s  c o m m r s s i o n e d  a t  t h e  U . S .  N a v a l  B a s e  L o s  A n g e l e s ,
L o n g  B e a c h ,  C a l i f o t n i a  o n  2 1  D e c e n b e r  1 9 G 3 .

W e l c o m i n g  r e m a r k s  w e r e  g i v e n  b y  R e a r  A d m i r a l  K e n n e t h  L -  V e t h ,
U S N ,  C o m m a n d e r .  U . S .  N a v a l  B a s e  L o s  A n q e l e s .

T h e  m a i n  s p e a k e r  a t  t h e  e v e n t  , a s  R e a r  A d m r r a f  W i - L L i a m
D .  I l : v i n ,  U S N ,  C o m n a n d e r ,  S e r v i c e  F o r c e  U . S .  p a c i f i c

F l e e t  -
R e a d i n g  o f  N a v y  D e p a r t m e n t  o r d e r s  t o  c o m m i s s . i o n  w a s
m a d e  b y  R e a r  A d m i r a l  V e t h .  T h e  E n s i g n ,  J a c k ,  a n d
C o m n i s s i o n  p e n n a n t  w e r e  h o i s t e d  a s  t h e  b a n d  p l a y e d

t h e  N a t i o n a l  A n t h e l n .

L a p t a r n  R u s s e I I  C .  M e d l e y ,  U S N  a s s u m e d  c o m m a n d
o f  t h e  U . S . S .  M A R S  ( A F S - 1 )  a n d  t h e  E x e c u t i v e
O f f i c e r  s e t  t h e  F I R S T  W A T C H .



EXECUTIVE OFFICER
c D R .  H .  C .  w e f  L  s n a n

U . S . S .  M A R S(AFS- t ) 1e6+
Commanding Officer

C a p t a i n  R .  C ,  M e d l e y

. / t t l a r s  r , -ma tns  a t  t he  Long  Beach  Nava l  Sh ipya rd  fo r  some sh ip
mod i f i ca t i ons  l rh i l e  t he  c rew con t i nues  to  ou t - f i t  t he  sh ro

The  Mars  i s  underway  on  16  March  fo r :  he r  shake -down  c lu i se  to
Acapu lco ,  Mex lco .  She  re tu rns  to  San  D iego  on  Eas te r  Sunday .

T ra in ing  and  l oca I  ope ra t i ons  keep  the  c rew busy  du r lng  cne
nex t  f ew  mon ths .  Ma ls  spends  fou r  weeks  a t  t he  Oak land  Nava l
SuppLy  Cen te r ,  l oad ing  and  s tock ing  he r  47 ,000  b ins  and
dra \ re rs  \ r i t h  genera f  supp l l es .

T R A N S F E R  ( F A S T )  s y s t e m s  o f  u n d e r w a y  r e p l e n i s h m e n t

T h e  L a s t  f e w  d a y s  o f  A u g u s t  w e r e  s p e n t  l o a d i n g  d e p e n d e n t s  h o u s e h o l d
g o o d s ,  a u t o m o b i l e s ,  a n d  p e t s  o n  b o a r d  f o r  t h e  s h i p s  h o m e  p o r t  c h a n g e .
M a r s  i s  u n d e r w a y  f r o m  B r o a d w a y  p i e r  i n  S a n  D i e g o ,  o n  S e p t e m b e r  t ,  f o r
h e r  n e w  h o m e - p o r t ,  Y o k o s u k a ,  J a p a n .

A  f e t ,  d a y s  w e r e  s p e n L  i n  p e a r l  H a r b o r  b e f o r e  a r t i v i n g  i n  y o k o s u k a  o n
S e p t e m b e i  2 3 R D -  T h e  o e x t  d a y ,  t h e  M a y o r  o f  y o k o s u k a  a n d  c i t y  o f f i c i a l s
w e r e  g i v e n  a  t o u r  o f  t h e  s h 1 p .  A  p a i n t i n g  o f  M t .  F u j i  \ r a s  p t e s e n t e d  t o

C a p t a i n  M e d l e y .

Supp l y  O f  f  i ce r
C .  A .  G a  r d n e r

't
. , 4  n  A u g u s t ,  t h e
U S S  M a r s  ( A F S - 1 )

San  D iego  to  tes t
AUTOMATIC SHUTTLE

th ree  newes t  supp ly  sh ips ,  USS Sac ramen to  (AOE,1 )
and  USS Sy lvan ia  (AFS-2 )  he ld  ope ra t i ons  o f f
and  t ra in  the  c rews  in  the  use  o f  t he  FAST

AVS) .  I n  November ,  t he
Ut i l i t y  Squadron  One  on

in  suppor t  o f  t he  7 th

$ "u " r . f  busy  weekG r " re re  spen t  I oad ing  the  supp l i es  f rom the  th iee
sh ips  the  Mars  was  rep lac ing  (AK ,  AKS and

sh ip  l oaded ,  De tachmen t  4?  o f  H iL i cop te r
boa rd ,  t he  l 4a rs  was  ready  to  ge t  underway

F l e e t .
Jus t  days  be fo te  depar tu re ,  t he  sh ip  rece i ved  o rde rs  to
rema in  i n  po r t .  The  USS Range i  (CVA-61  )  q ras  on  he l  way  to

Yokosuka  eT i th  seven  o f  he r  e igh t  bo i l e rs  down .  Fo r  t he  nexE
th ree  weeks ,  t he  Enq inee r_ ing  Depar tmen t  ran  a  fu l l  s teamtng

wa tch  a long  s ide  the  p ie r ,  as  Mars  supp l i ed  power  to  the  na ige r .
I t  can  be  sa id  tha t  t he  Eng inee l i ng  Depar tmen t
supp l i ed  the  f i l s t  se rv i ces  to  the  Seven th  F lee t .

, I s  t he  yea r  ended ,  Mars  was  i n  the  wa te rs  o f f  Lhe
coast of Vietnam. She \ras to become a comfton
s lgh t  t o  t he  sh ips  o f  t he  U .S .  Seven th  F lee t
fo r  t he  ne t t  f i ve  yea rs .
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Commanding Officer

l epo r t i ng  aboard ,  as  p lankowners  were  s ta l t i ng  to  be  t rans fe r red .

Commander  James  M.  Baumgardner  re l i eved  CDR.  C .A .  ca rdne r  J r ,  as  Supp ly
O f f i c e r  i n  J u n e .

n
. L t  . l r l n g  J u l y  a n d  A u g u s t ,  M a r s  w a s  o n  s p e c i a l  a s s i g n m e n t  i n  c o n n e c t i o n

wi th  the  sa l . vage  o f  t he  USS F rank  Knox  (DDR-742)  g rounded  on  p ra tas  Ree f .
Mars  was  con t i nuous fy  a t  sea  and  on  the  scene  fo r  3B  days .  Her  he l i cope rs

were  i dea l l y  su i t ed  to  the  task  o f  l oee r j . ng  equ ipnen t  i nd  pe rsonne l  i o  t he
s t r i cken  sh ip  and  de l i ve r l ng  ho t  mea ls  and  o the r  supp l i es  to  he r  c rew .

On  Augus t  24 th ,  t he  Knox  was  re - f l oa ted  and  the  Mars  esco r ted  he r  t o  thepor t  o f  Koahs iung .

f l e  wor las  newes t  and  l a rgesc  ca r r i e r ,  t he  UsS En te tp r t se  (CVAN-65)
\ tas  now on  Yankee  S ta t i on .  She  rece i ved  he r  f i r s t  supp l i es

f rom l l a rs .  P repa r :a t i on  fo r  t he  t rans fe r  t ook  th i r : t y_ ; t x  l l ou r : s -
Eve ry  ava i l ab le  spo t  on  the  ma in  deck  was  used  to  ; t o re  the
b reak -ou t .  Th i s  rep len i shmen t  began  sho r t l y  a f te r  1900  hou rs
and  con t i nued  a t  t he  ra te  o f  e igh ty  tons  pe r  hou r ,  us ing  fou r
t rans fe r  s ta t i ons  fo r  a  to ta l  o f  436  tons  o f  p rov i s ions .
Two  men  were  knocked  ove r  boa rd  o f f  t he  En te rp r i se ,  recove red

^  by  esco r t i ng  des t roye rs .  Be fo re  the  n igh t  was  ove r ,  cne
inexper ienced  c rew o f  t he  "B ig  E"  had  a  good  b reak_ in ,
t h d n k s  t o  t h e  e f f o r t  o f  t h e  c r e l r  f r o m  c h e  | , t a r s .

Dur ing  Sep tember ,  Commander  Henry  (Hank )  J .  Wer t i n ,
r e l i e v e d  C D R .  H . C .  W e l l s m a o  a s  E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e r -

Cap ta in  R C .  M e d l e y

c D R .  C .  A .
C D R .  J . M .

. { f ! a r k e t  P l . a c e ,  l a t e r  n a m e d  M a l k e t  T i m e  a n d  y a n k e e  S t a t i o n  w e r e
t h e  w o r k i n g  a r e a s  f o r  t h e  M a i s .

As  the  V ie t  Nam War  e f fo r t  was  bu i l d ing  up ,  an
number  o f  sh ips  tha t  needed  supp l i es  were  o f f

V ie tnan .  Dur ing  these  s l , i ngs  sou th  the  c re r t

The  sh ip  was
the  c rew.  F i ve
to  fou r  weeks

o u r  s e c o n d  h o m e
' f r
. i t  n  March ,  t he  Mars  was  awarded  the  A rmed  Fo rces  Exped i t i ona ry  Meda l
fo r  se rv i ce  i n  t he  conba t  zone  o f f  V ie t  Na rn .

A  sh ips  pa r t y  and  the  p r i n t j . ng  o f  t he  p lankowner ,  t he  f i r s t  c l u i se
book  made  the  t r : i ps  back  to  yokosuka  en joyab le .  More  new faces  were  now

Supply Off  icer
ca rdner
Baumgardner

eve r  i  nc reas  i  n9
the  coas !  o f

was  kep t  busy  day

now fn  a  rou t i ne  tha t  was  to  become no lma1  fo r
to  s i x  weeks  on  the  l i ne  o f f  V ie tnam and  th ree

in Yokosuka for back-loadj.ng. Subic Bay now becarne
por t  f o i  back  Ioad lng  be fo le  ano the r  sw inq  sou th .
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4  he  Mars  re tu rned  to  yokosuka  the  f r r s t  week  o f  November  to  back  l oad
and  some much  needed  up -keep .
Dur j . ng  the  f i r s t  t en  mod ths  o f  t he  yea r ,  Mars  had  s teamed  ove r  50 ,000
m i l e s .  S h e  r e - s u p p l i e d  2 4 4  s h i p s  w i t h  4 1 , 5 0 0  d i f f e r e n t  i t e m s  f o r  a
to ta l  o f  5 ,300  tons .  Ne \ r  reco rds  were  es tab l i shed  fo r  speed  and

e f f i c i ency  i n  ca tgo  t rans fe r ,  and  ha rd l y  a  sh ip  se rved  by  Mar : s ,
fa i . I ed  to  connrend  the  sh ip  and  he r  c ren  fo r  t he i r  hus t l e  and

day  fo i  ano the r  sw ing  sou th  to  Marke t  T lme  and  yankee  S ta t rons .

W n r t e  s t e a m i n g  o f f  t h e  c o a s t  o f  S o u t h  V i e t n a m .  C a p c a 1 n
George  C .  wa tk ins  repo r t s  on  boa rd  as  the  hex t  Command ing
O f f i c e r  o f  t h e  M a r s .  C a p t a i n  W a t k i n s  i s  t h e  f i . r s t  U . S .  N a v a l ,

Av ia to r  t o  have  made  a  thousand  ca r r i e r  l and inqs ,  hav rng
l a n d e d  o n  t h e  d e c k s  o f  3 6  d i f f e r e n t  a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r s  ( p r e s e n t

t o t a l  1 4 1 8  l a n d i n g s )  d u r i n g  h i s  t h i r t y  y e a r s  a n d  1 6 , 0 0 0  h o u r s  o f
f l y i n q  e x p e r i e n c e .

T h e  C h a n g e  o f  C o m m a n d  C e r e m o n y  w a s  h e l d  b e t w e e n  r e p r e r l s n m e n E s ,  o n
t h e  h e l o  d e c k ,  D e c e m b e r  B t h -  T h e  s h i p  t r a s  a t  s e a  o f f  C a m  R a n h  B a y .

C a p t a i n  U e d l e y  b i d  h i s  c r e w  f a r e w e l l  a n d  r e a d  h i s  o r d e r s .
C a p t a j . n  W a t k i n s  t o l d  t h e  c r e r , /  t h a t  a  l o t  o f  c a p t a i n s  w a n t e d  t h e  M a r s ,
r e a d  h i s  o r d e r s  a n d  a s s u m e d  c o m m a n d  o f  t h e  U S S  M a r s  ( A F S - t )

T h e  n o ; m a f  r o u t i n e  f o r  t h e  s h i p s  h e l o ' s ,  w a s  t o  f o l d  t h e i r  b l a d e s  a t
sunse t  and  c lose  the  hanger  doo rs .Th is  changed  on  Lhe  n igh t  o f  December
8 th ,  as  sunse t  seen  the  p i l o t s  p rac t i c i ng  n igh t  f l y i ng  f i on  the  decks
o f  t h e  M a r s .
n
L r v r r n g  D e c e m b e r ,  t h e  M a r s  s e r v i c e d  j l 2  s h i p s  w i t h  s u p p l i e s ,  f l e e t

p e r f o r m a n c e .

M a r s  s p e n d s  T h a n k s g i v i n g  i n  y o k o s u k a ,  a n d  i s  u n d e r w a y  t h e  n e x t

f r e igh t ,  ma i l  and  pe l sonne l .  The  sh ips  he l i cop te rs  i " re re  now do inq
more  VERT-REPS and  comp le ted  the  f i r s t  n igh t  t ime  VERT_REp du r r ;g

t h i s  t i n e  p e r i o d .

Chr i s tmas  Day  was  a t  sea  w i th  an  en joyab fe  d inne r ,  f o l l owed
by  en te r ta inmen t  on  the  he lo  deck .  Cond i t i on  c reen  was  sec
a t  1 6 0 0  a n d  a t  2 2 0 0 ,  t h e  M a r s  r : e p l e n i s h e d  t h r e e  s h i p s  i n
t i e  cu l f  o f  Tonk in ,  t o  comp le te  the  Chr i s tmas  Day  schedu le .

The  sh ip  made  two  v i s i t s  t o  Hong  Kong  and  Xoahs iung  du r ing
the  yea r .  F rom Ju Iy  th rough  December ,  Mars  \ . / a  s  on l v

i n  Y o k o s u k a  a  L o L a I  o f  4 0  d a y s .


