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I have to consid.r thc Far 2OOl a vcry good
yeer for our MARS REUMON orgedlzstlon.
Thanks to thc Errst 3upport fro6 so nlany of
you, rc arc oncc agrln Enancially 3€curc. Your
support for thc ncr3lctter hes lnlrtt!.l th^t
David & I rill contlDuc to do oui bclt to publbh
sn intoroatlvc ncralcttcr, Io|[ idput, co!n-
rncnts & donstioas hqvc bccn nroat vclcoEed by

wc havc reccntly added 67 Eorc namc! to
thc matling lbt. Wa ar. vcry closc to heving
firade contsct rith flX) past creemerrrbcE and
ovcr 1(X) ra3 this ycer.

Thc S6n Dicgo ReunioD ras a moat cnjoyabla
evcnt. Consldcrlnf thc world 3ttuNtion, xc had
an ctccllcdt trrnout. ula decldcd to bavc our
nert rcutrion in Nodolk, VA, Dcrt ycar. Ma[y of
thc crcw are living on tlc cast coast, so this
rcunlon should creaic some ncw intcr€st & at
the saec ti6c, rc hopc to make contact tith
some new crcrrBcobers.

If you havc intercst in this upcoEing
renniolt, tnake surc to retrn'n thc encloscd lnfor-
nratioo rcqucst forE. The reunion infomation
rill be mailed i[ a s€paratc lettei to thosc tho
are intercstcd in attending.

REITMON 2OOr ' San Diego

A vcry succcsslul reunion sas held in Sa.B
Diego this past Octobcr. Successfu.l, becausc 56

lbst a!'cr Ec[rbcrs carE to the rcunion to
rcn"r old frlcnd3hips 6( m.ct Der Eiends. we
hsd s very soctlble group rho crjoyed etch
othctr & took homc aodrc Sood EeDorlca.

wc oFncd our meethg rooE ooc dry eat'Iy,

becausc ao dany arrived in Saa DicSo on
Wedncsday. llany pictucs wctr takctr & they
havc bccn addcd to out rcunion albnD. f,b.ich
can be scen &t futurc r€unlons.

Ovcr lOO gucsts attended th€ WclcoDe
Reccption on lHday.

For tbose sho could not attcnd, you missed
a great rcnnion.

E_Ycrctt R. Joacs

Norfolk,VA
SeprBltmpn 2022

Mrrk yor|' calcndars lor our trcrt rcuDio!.
rt[ bc tcaming up rttl thc USS Sylv!.DIe

(A'F92) & (AXA-44) WWtr ,for ora 6'!t celt
corct rcu[ion...JohD Plcrcc.
from th. Sylvanla bt9 donc dl
thc lcg rork & 3ciectlon of thc
hotcl ln Iorfolk.

If you atr htere3tcd i[
attendlnS tbl6 rcurlo& rctufir
thc cncloscd rcunlotr b.forD!-
tioD t€qucat. 'I'ho3a rho arc
intcfrstcd, you rlll rrcciec thc

schcdulc by mail ?hcn thc plals ara
plscc. EEiov.utr-:-altcEd-c-!{4Bs



USS l\Iars
CoEEandilg of8cers

Captsi.n AJbcrt E Knutsod
Captlin Richad C. Adams

(AFS-1) .History L972.
Drecutive Of6ccr supply Omccrs

Cdr, Ralph E. BroEn Cdr, Arthur D, Jacksod
Cd.r. Jamca E. Miller

ft€r a v.ry long 6vc oorths in oycrhaul at
w lismettc Iron & Steel tn Rlcb.|[ond.

California, Mar3 complctcs her 6r3t Dajor oyer-
haul on 25 JanlJ€ry 1972. Tbc task of puttlng
tha ship bock lo o!:dcr, kceF tba crer buij/ for
thc next scvcral *eeks. The lorditrS of fucl &
amDurltion tdrcs plecc as thc lhlp 6rk r thc
rcquitrd shakcdorD ruDs aftcr ovcrbard. Mary
ner c(ex Ecl[bcts havc rcportcd otr board & thc
much Bccdcd t ahing starB ln Fcbruarjr.

Ilfiars ls ia Ssn Di.eo b!, thc cnd of Maicb fot
Mbcr scbcdu.lcd Rcfreshcr Tra.lnirg. wltilc ir
Sao Dicgo, thc Ship rcccivcs ordcB that she riU
deploy to wE'SIPAC errly. Refre3hcr Ttal'lDg ig
shor'tcncd by one rcek & lf,at! rrtr[n! to
O..klalrd. Thc loading of suppUe3 3t rt! uPon
arrival & thc crlr bri tle 3hlp lo.dcd tn Just
tro 3hort rcetr.

Ilauly losded Mats gets undcntay on 22 Agrit
l' for hcr sccond WESTPAC cruls. slncc cha.og-
ing homcports in 1970. Coursc 16 lat for Sublc
Bay. Philtppincs, & Merc efiivca lD Sublc od May
6. Ford'dsF arc sFrt loadlDg Fovl3io!3, lLct
&ight, matl & pcfsonnel for tra!3fer to thcir
shtp3.

f Tndcrray on lO May. Mars rcturn3 to thc
l|tr, ratcrs 06 thc coait of VietnrE" lac ship's
of thc U.S. Scvcrth Fl.ct kcep the cirr porkilg
ni€ht & day, 3s brrrk-outs & rcplcnlabnent!
sccm to ncvcr cDal.

Gwirgs thougb Market Ttrne, Yankee StstioD &
Lrthc porle of Da Nang, Cam Ratrh Bay & Vttrg
Tau, raqrlir! Mars to retu'n to Subic Bay &
Koahsiung for r€-loadiDg cvcry tf,o or tb.rcc
eccks, thcD bock on tha ltre aSai! drr'!4 the
months of JuBc & July.

lD JuIy, Mars Supply O6cer, CDR Jackson is
lp.oEotcd to Captlin & Captain K[utsoo has
the hotror to pin on the n"e eaglcs for Captaln
Arthur' D. Jackso[.

A bresk at lo!t, as Mars hced3 for Hotrg Kong
4&or si.! days of Euch Dccdcd R&R. ArriviE€
la Hong Kong on 5 August, thc crcr b!! thc
opportult9 to do soloe slgbi3cet!8, shopplra &
jEli eljoytrg the frrll Mc of r Oect lailor.
Captain Rlchard Adams rlports on bo.rd rhca
tic ahip lrrivcd ir HoDg KoEg.

ars rctEns to Sublc B€y on 12 AuSrBt. &
Captain Rfchard C, AdarG rclieycs Captatn

K.outlot as Corn'ndlng Omccr. C3PtaiD
AdadB Oer 64 codat ablion3 over vtetnlm in
1966, from thc dcck of the USS F. D. Roorcvclt
{CVA-42). Cspteln Ade.ns bccomca thc Uds's
s.vcdth CoEDa.trdiDg O6ccr.

A lso during Augu8t, CDR J.Eca E. Xi|lct
.lretevee Captaln Jtck3otr |! suppty O6ccr.
cDR xllbr bccodc. uors dnh Supply OGc-€r,

l,/rars Is thc xlnncr of tlte EnilnecriDg 'E' la
lvlAufrr3t, & I,CDR Ktllrsch bad thc hoDor of
pailtlDg thc last atrokc of thc rcd E for l 3
EDgtnccrtng hpanDcrt.

Elack o! th! linc for anothcr 3rlnd lI thca
lJMe'3 rrrivc. ir Sa!.bo, JaF.o oD S.pt dbcr
7. for tcD deF of lordiDg. upkeap & 'tt,.irr.
Octobcr & Novarnbcr ala 6pcnt nldcrray or ln
Subic Bay & Ihohltung lo.dtni ftrrh FovLlor.6.
thc l.3t of clfht sstogs on thc lbc ls E dc iD
Novcsbcr & M!.ls hcrds for Yoko3utr, Jrp6n,
Tbrcc daF i! Yokosuta & usts sats corrlc fot
Csllfornb o! 3 DccclDbcr. Thc ratun trtp hoDG
is a tough onc, a3 Mar's encountcra heary !ca!
thc sholc ten d!ya.

A rrtyirg tn Oakland on 13 Dcce6bcr, Mers &
lilbcr crcr coDplct a loog ci€bt Eonth WEST-
PAC cruis.. Many long hours rcrc spcDt iD sup
port of tha war' etrort in vlctaad, as Mars E6dc
eight swirgs oa tbc linc. Ajob vlu douc to a
ptoud cfe?.

tli.hc ycar 1972 cnds rlth Msrs Eoored to thc
I pier in Oskland, Calltornl&
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Dcar' Mars ShipEatcs:

Havirg jurt found out about the Mars rcu[ioa &
Ecciving my 6ist ncwslcttcr, I waited to sey tha.ol(

you to Evcrctt Jones & all tha othcF vho atr maldtrt thc cfort to put otr a rc$iotr & to PubUsb thc
nc*slctters. I have had d.6ost tro co||trct tith thc Nayy 3i!ce retiring lo 1976, but I can 3ay tbat
the Ma.rs & Ey old lricnds bavc crosscd lry didd in 3ooa tay ncarly cvcry day.

I ras Y l in thr Ship's Of6ce durtii.tuly 1967 to July l9@. Thc coEftsnding oEcers rcre
Captatn Rilcy & Capt6ia Andet.so!. Whetr I t€ccdtly rcceived thc [ay 2OOO lssuc of the ncrslcttcr, lt
brought bach so Dary mcEorles, I loat s lot of 3lccP thd nlrht' It tas Sreat to tlad all thc lettcF
cvcd thowb I did not FFonslly klrow tha rrltc.s. I did lce Da|ry fctrlllsr nidc6, bole"cr' & hoF
to sec aoma of my fi{cnds in Ft.son at thc reutlon' I so Dot about hdftay tbrowh thc addldoDd
DcvslettcF thst Eecrrtt scnt. I sm decply rsddcncd to lcarD of 30 msny of orE shipE tcs PerclDg
on. Ihrdley Jcosa, PNI t43 a Sood fi'lend i! thc ablp't o6ce.

He.E a.r sornc of thc mcmorlcr dud!8 thc tl.se I tt! otr uats. Perbrp3 3omc of you vlll rrmea_
bcr thc|[ too.

During my 8r3t d"ployElDt oD Mals, tha l,sT, UsS Cl,ashe County b.camc broachcd on thc bcach
at vietnsm & Ma's vas tltc coDmaad 6hip lot thc operatloD to Pnll lt back lo tbc tatcr.Wc tetl
thcr€ about tcD days ,t3 I rccalt. At nlgbt you could 3.c thc ttaccr shcllr froE tbc raolclrclc of tenl(r
around tJrat prrt of tbc bcach as they drtd tDto thc Jun4c. I bcllcvc lt ras dnring that opcretton
that we lost ooc of thc hellcopteE. lt loet poter & rank in thc uatcr. A|l oD board cac3Pcd tltb tbe
help of our c'rr h tha Eotor whalcbort.

Ttrcn thcrc v.3 thc Pueblo lncld.nt. Wc took ttsrt ln thc sca.ch effort l.B tbc sca of JaF.! itr hlgh
sces. Latci re learacd thcy xcta captured by tic Nortb Korra[r' Tha Pucblo's 3klgper' Cod.De.Ddcr
Lloyd Buchcr, a fcr yc!.3 tatct ret oitcd to dy o6cc h Sa.D Dlego fd rttlllDent FocctslDg. A grouP
of us rctrt to a PedE6 bdt ganc.

The teo bcach partica on thc ialand of An ltol. Tho* rere thc oDly tf,o occosiona I sct foot on
vlctnaEcsc aoil. Evctyooc had a Sood ttm..

The! thcrc rrs thc tl&c wc tcrc "dotn on the lin.'thca we rcccivcd thc Dets tbat onc of our
destroyers ras cut i[ hatf brr aa Austtalia! carrier. Thc forrard half (oorc Uke tTo-thttd3] !e[k'
killing somc 80 dcn, Mrrs rss divcrted to takc Pstt in tr3cuc opcredoDs, but a fer horlB htcr tbcy
canccled orr patticipation. Thc faitall of thc dcatroFr tas totcd to Sublc vhet! I lat it & ton_
dcrcd vhy thcrE ecrc trot mafy mort casualdca.

During r 968, Mars t&s in dtydock ln Yokosuka undcrgolD€ a 3ix-Eouth oYerhaul. An cartbqualc
struck & lt ses 6tr ccric feeling to fccl the shtp 3htti.og thiL tc tere sttthg high & dry oa t!.
blocks. Tbis psst Fcbtuary I tas at Ey oncc in OIyEPia tbca t 6,8 canhquat Yrs centarad oDly a
few diles aray. It wos a rcal jolt & rc all lot rltdcr thc trblca Fonto.

And th€ teay BM2 JohDson passcd thc vord on thc lMC, "Now sf,ccpers, Ean your btoods'" You
couldn't Eiss his voicc. Too bad dbout Johntlc.

Eow about staying ia thc hostilc fire zonc until a fey minutes aftcr Bidnight otr thc la3t day of
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thc month? That F3y rc drcr hostile fi.rc pay & tlI-free for boti
60cths.

Then there wrs thc tlme sorreonc on bodrd cadc dor! rith
hepatttis Ju3t bcforc rc rrived ln Yokosuks. Wc a[ bad to imDedi-

at.Iy r€ccivc a gasma globrdin shot in thc butt. I.ater, out in toea you could recognlz. a Mars 65110r
by hi3 liEp, I gEye out early & retuiDcd to thc shlp rhere I pas3ed out on thc dcck iD t.hc head. I
roke up thc nert morniEg in stck bay. They h.d thought I sas ju3t lras3ad out drultL

On tbc Ldbor Day rcckcnd of 1968, uitl Elifi, Strs A.au!6on & I r.nt in dy Plrrbouth couvcrt-
iblc dor! to thc lakls rcgion acar Ut. trujl for a rcckeid of sl€ht{ecirg. Wc rcnt oa a rouer coa3tat
there & near thc top, the c!.r pagscd urder a actsl brr that nade |r9 trller AEeric8n3 duch our bcrds.
That ras a fu[ rcakcnd.

On at le6st oDc occseion rc urrcpFd thrc catrlcr lrouF in odc day, &oE bcforc dayught u[tl|
midnight. I ras the ctptr,i!'s phooe tslk r drlbi the unrcp!" Thlt nlght, dler re rerc tbrough th.
corFEcn dbpenlcd a lhot of brrDdy for Dcdlclnll pgrpos.! to tll. ThcF v.s atcrL & lobrt r for
midrat3l

At an arDual ship's party ln YokGu*a re actualy bad thc Cascadea per{orDin!, for us, 3lnging
their hlt 'Rhyth.a of the Rstn". ADd th. rcd hot o!.u|a rho dld hcr Sophlc Tuckcr routiDc.

I lcft M8r6 iD July 1969, trJdrg dorn to Subic to pick up the I'SS Gr6fia3 (AF 29)Jurt lo tlEe to
ridc lt back to Alamedr for decoedeslonlli. Thst coDpletcd h November, I recclvcd orde'! brck to
Subic to report to thc ttSS C.|[den (AOE2). Brd I r.s oD tt otrly forn d.F rhcn PNI For. by oot
st.tloned et EPIX)PAC, !.nt frtrthq ordd! for 6! to rcport to USS Cocopo (ATP-lOl), rhlch rar iD
subic st tbc tlDc, Cocopr r8r rcttrlth! to S!! Dlcro .ftcr. port csll st golg Kong, .o I E de s
lccond castrrnd 6o6ahg of the Psclic rltlln Jlrt a fer Dont5!.

By Juty 1970, I w4s oD shoE dutjr d NAVCOUUSTA S6.D Dic8o. It r.s thctr I Esdc YNC & 116
cbicf of thc pcrsorDcl officc wbich alro h.ndlcd CoUELEVEN sta$ & I{SC S.! Dte8o. It xss dEtng
that tlEa that Captai! Culon Eportcd to I{9C t! erccutlvc o6ccr.

Aftcr more tha.o fora ycors at NAVCOUUSTA I retuned to scr duty for . ycar & r balr oD lrSS
F nnln€ (FF-1O76) tor odc latt W6tPac crulrc bcfoE I rlt&ed ln 1976. Aftcr tlttrLog, I rlnt to col-
lcgc for thrcc ycars oo thc G.r. Bllt thea rctrmcd to rork for t ltrtc o6cc lD Se! Dlcgo, rherr I met
my futuic *tfc, Linda. In r9E1, I brought hcr to nt bo6c lrca lo W8hiriton on yrcatlo!. Sha
loycd lpa3hlsgtoo & rc Dovcd up hcra ln 1983. ! aor hava l7 ycar. rlth the etatc'! DeprrtDent of
Ltcen3ing & c-pcct to fully rctirc by Octobc. 2oqt.

ThrEc of 6y sons arc elcystor rDrchatrlc troubleshooteG b thc LoB Atrgclci ar€e for Amt ch
Elcaators, tro of thcm bclng ioute sup.fli3otr ar rcU. Uy &oghtcr grodurtcd Uniecrsity of Utih
last ycar & is rrslatant rDanager of a Tsrgct storc ncar Sslt Iakc City. Ona son ls oE dlsability h SsD
Ixcgo.

lly youigcst son, Uil(c, (onc of the cleeator rDcchr.Dics) rss thc oDly oDc of By fivc chlldEn to
join tne Nevy. Ec scrrcd tro & odc-half ycrrs on board USS hdcpcndcncc (Cv62), hoDcportcd ir
Yokosuka drd'ing 1995 to latc 1997. Hc ras atr EU3, Durtlg tbat time they rere rrplcnkhcd at sea
by Mars od at lcast onc occasion. Dlals eas by thetr a ITSltlS 3hip. Does anyone reroember lf Iars
rcplenish€d thc lndepcDdeDce durilg f965-196?? we tD'rpFd so E8y csrrlcas i3 i3 hatd for 6c to
redrcdber tbco all.

I hopc this letter is not too long, but lt ls hstd to bror where to quit. IIopc to scc soDc fricDds
at the rcurion ir Octobcr. Pcrdl3sion gt'anted for Dverctt to pnbush my addrBs, & anyola rbo
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wa[ts to coDtact mc I'tl bc plcascd to hear froE. My phonc is
uilisted & I'm not 'on liac".

Kad "Dave" Dovidson 1967-1969

Hello Fellor Martiaas:

I've enjoyed rctding accounts of n'-y Eer frod D{r$ ln the De*slettcrs & thcy brtDg ! flood of
dcmorics & Dame3 th&t f,ll Ey mind. I have !o D6.oy fond EcDorler of Ey daF aboatd tbc M!t!. It
eas my 6rst ship & rhcrr I lcarDcd my fi.rst lessons of b.iog a Nayal o6ccr, It xas 6 good scbool.

I .rrived st NA's Atsugl tn Fcb 66 & rs! promptly put od a Olght to Cllrk, A,Fts to joto Urr3 in
subic Bay, PI. I'd bceD i! thc IISN for rcsrly 2 ycrrs & lcarlcd alot about trtlng but notbltg lbo|It
sfup6. I rcmcmber gohs abosrd MrfB st tha supply Pler & coaccotrati!8 lntensaly on th.lch cDd of
the ship to ssluta Orst & rnuDbltDg 3odathttg beclusa I dld['t krot vbrt trs thc Fotocol to cooa
abo6rd. Lt JiE Krrr, onc of thc pllot!, took oe u!de. hlr rtrg 6ore than aryorr cl!c, but all thc
pilob rcrr good tcschcF & hclpcd ildoctrLaltr Ec lD Occt llylng, when t€ 8ot ot tha ltnc I a3ked
what I coutd do & Lt Mtke McclcU,.nd told oc to Just rltch rhllc tlcy llcr. So I t t on tbe Oltht
dcck tn e foldir{ chrlr & ratchcd (1tl3 *ar tctoru crpt witldls hed thc dt coottol toter lnrtdled
oycr the ba.Dgarl. Fln ltjr I got a chance to Oy & tlcr. Pllot! (pht! Hsrry bb.tgrfo, cbi'h Dcn[lsoo &
Davc Pr€nct!) took grrat paln! to tcdch 6c to bc r tlect ptlot, Lt DeD.JoDcs {lat Lt) & Cdrwcrtit
(XO) tautht me about Nsvd Irrc & scaoarsDlp. SoEc of tbc O6ccrs taugbt dc to pLy Poh.r i.a .n
sll BlEbt pokcr grEc rbcrc I lcrrned tbat r full hou3e, if lt'3 tha sccond bcat hand, ca! lolc you r lot
of moncy.

Latc onc dght ilr Subic Bay, plc.sldc at tbc Alavs pler & Ju3t sft.r I'd lcsmcd ho* to coEG
abosrd & lcavc tbc qurnerdcck pt'opcrly, I rt! In Ey 3tet.rooE thcD tltct! rat a klock Cdr Lou
Ssppanos, Lt Blll ToneJr & the Chrpldn canc lnto ny
statcroom & told rDc that rc'd rccclvcd 6n ordef
from COMNAVPHIL to gct nndd*ay &
archor out to EalL roon for a lblp that
nccdcd our picr 3pacc. Capt watldns
couldn't bc tocrtcd & I, an EEstgn,
sas tbc only lhc o6ccr on board.
Cdi Sappenos e6hcd Fc rbat rerc
my ordcrs, I got off ay burk &
said that I guass ve'd better Eak.
prcparations for Cettint undcrwalr
while my dlnd reccd rith rhat I
was going to do. Wcll, lt tra[cd
out that a.o LDO Ltjg in E gtneerlr|g
used this iaport aYa abtltty to takc
thc ergine doEn & rcplacc a Eain
be6.ring. Therc w&s physically no vay we
could get rmdcrray. What a reUcfi ahat
Ltjg (ca!'t rederdbd his n6me no*, but hc'd
recently b€cn circnmciscd by our residcDt dick-
sdith, Doc Dalton) hrd savcd my yourg butt. I sa3 so
relievcd that I instanUy forgavc htln for havitrg tbc bcttcr pokcr h6nd & collectinE Ey flight p6y in
that poker gadc. I would even bave takcn his puni3h-6lnt for bl'r that he rcccived 3t capteios o.ast
fo. taki[g th€ plant dosn without perEission.
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Eventu.sly I6ade H2P in the H-46 & could sig! out tbc H-46

for trdning night3 by mysclf, somcthirg lil(c bcing saia for solo i!
other aircraft. We rcf! inport at Subic & Capt WatHns f,anted to
fiy to Beguio. l got thc H-46 on deck & was going through tht

checklist ehco hc cliebcd onboard. He told m. that he rarted to lly lox Lvel part Ctark AFB
to/from Bagulo, I told hid that r. did['t bavc enou'h fit.l otrboard to Eal(c lt & rc Drcded to gct
up to about @@ fect & Oy direct ir ordcr to havc th! rnDge, Wc argued & tbcr agrccd to go up 6y
way & back hls rey to rce if re could bsyc eadc it rit! thc fucI onboard. Oa or!. rlt8d, i! thc
dail(" bslfiray bctrccn Cl,rrk & Subic, our fuet rsrdog lights c.mc on & rc landed oo Uars rlth tlc
fucl gagcs on tbc 6.st tlct D.rk .bovc O. |{e 3ll.ntly clihb€d out of thc h.lo rblle I 3hut it doro.
Captaios don't lll(r 3nrarteri cnlrlSFs, l gucls, but ?c'd corrcct tiat ln tbc tcar futurc.

Ooc night i.tr tbc rsrdrooto, rbilc thc projcctioobt chaDgcd rucls durirg the moyie, Crpt Wat.kias
caught mc by surtrfu. by tclllng bc to trL thc fi, motorrbdc bolt lnstcad of th. tl rbca I plcled
up thc oail f.om tbe Eail buoy in thc dordlg. Wc ?srr comilg brck to Yokosuka ocrt d!y. Aftar
thc novlc Jlo Xrrr & Harrt Ishlfrrro cdtghtclcd Ec to thc duties of the Dr.ll buoy ratct" shortrg
Irtc thc propcr 3.ctloo lD thc SORM & taldsg dc to rrdlo to rlad thc E lsa8e fror! COXFLTACTS
Yokosu*a dcscribiDg thc locltlon & alrFanrce oI thc dall buoy & thc eEormt of rDd.l in it, I r€port-
ed to thc taldgc about O43O ln proper uoifom & picked up ny bLuoculara & E csphoae ltbe Dril
buoy ratch ra3 supposed to 6hout to thc bridga sccn or u[lcen ltatua every t6Dln.). I rcdt to tbc
Iocslc as thc 6r5t streal(s of dara touchcd tha csltarn sky & pccrad lntenUy into tbc ratcr ahcad
lookhg for t.bc Dsflbuoy. Shortly, . yourg bLck !.llorjoiEcd D. to bc 6!r tdter, ncgttllg thc lccd
to shout hto the neiaphoEc, & plugtcd id hi. hcrdtet & ettablhhed coae3 rtth thc brldgc. About
OSOO . Jsp.rc!. co.stlf f.clSbtcr p...cd u! on thc 3tlrbo.rd .lde & db.pp.artd b r tbict fotb.l.k
ahcad of us. Shortly re rcre b th. fot, too, & thc pho.c t lkcr & I Erovlcd . Ilttte lbout thc futllty
of lookirS for .qrthlnt h tbls fog. Aftcr arhilc rc skcd tbe Hdgc lt rc cou.ld !.curr & t!! OOD (Lt
Roger Tillotror?) told u5 to r.lt, Wc wdt d. ThcD, ofi tbe *rrboard bor, ncarly aboic thc foi I !pot-
tcd a r!'..stfucrd li'ht cooiql torlrd ur. I p8a.ri ro thc Hd3c, 'Ship bcart g lonrd u3 oE 3tartoard
bor!" They a3kad us lf lt rould collldc. I sdd, "Ycst' Tbc horo cruptcd. Ulr! rar brcking dorn &
tu'nlng to port. The othcr shlp dld the lrDe tllng & orE r€ladvc polldoD! rcDai.|rad about the !a@.
I sar thc ehip, Jepr.oesc larmaD rullltra aDout thc dcck 8ot thc nedc of thc .blp r. it blt !a &
raked along thc atartoard 3lda cre8lrg thc hrrll & dabagtDg our rccoododttlon liaddc.. I thilk tbls
re! thc shtp thrt bad pa!3cd u! carllcr & that lt hrd r€eetled courla to 8et out of tha thicl fog. lt
ncvcr shorcd oD olr radE, mattc k rt! to cloaa,

I.o Yoko6uka thcrc rls a boatd of tnqdry & I rlEcdbcr BtrDding ouBide thc heari[g rooo rlth
othcr Fltdcases, no onc taldtrg a3 cach kapt ticl: ora counsal. I rr! callcd, srorr io & 6et iD a cbalr
beblnd a rail. ?hcre Eas no Judgc bchtad thc bcnch but a troup of oficcir scltcd rrormd e long
tablc. Thcy askcd 6c rhlt I'd sccn, rhcd I rir lt, rho ras rlth hc (tha pho[c trlkcr), ctc. Tbc!
t&c 6cdior matDbcr of thc boerd of tnquiry a3hcd Ec rh6t I rls dolng on thc focdc at O'OO. I
opcncd dy oouth to 3ay that I tas BtandLt tha dailbuoy ratch & dy rclf tlqrcct ltuck ltr Ey
throat, I lktcncd to Eysclf s.y thrt I bad becn posted a3 tbe fog ratcb. I icft thc bcadng 1006 not
bclicving tbat I brd uttcr€d thor. rords & h.alf crpecttog to bc lockcd up for pcrjurlr. L.t r, thc
board of inquiry r.poi concludcd that thc CO & ratcllsts[derB borc tro blatDc for thc colli3ioa, bay-
iDg tekcn evcry reosonablc precaution & cv.tr posting a coEoissioDcd ofllccr as a fog ratcb, Aftcr
tlds my rclations rith Capt Wotkils ioprovcd considcrably. Years latc., as a clptri4 I crlled on
CNO Bill Watldns & told hlD I kner his biothd'. I st itcd to talk sbout thc adecnturc6 I'd b.ad rlth
his older brothcr, but hc didn't scaE rrclptivc. I ronder rhla

Anothcr heEory froE those daJrs (Aug 66) b rhen wc rcrE
IlrEd oa from Ilor Ci6 {Tigcr Islard), just north of the DMZ ln
Vle+n.n. We *erc caroutc froE the Totrkin cdf to thc DMZ &



passlng bctrecD thc islgnd & co&st. Rounds r.rc f'|riag Dcs! us on the port sidc, so tbe brtdEc
alaounced foa eyeryonc to rcEah b€lor & avoid tic port side since ye rcrc r€ccivin{ 6re otr thc
port side. Soon tt lookcd ll*c an all bs.Dds oustcr od the port side 8s evcryoac flockcd thcrc, somc
sith casrerss, to s.c thc shell firc.

Aayesy, ticsc tllitrg3 happancd yhel I ras r 22 ycr!'old ensig[. l-ot3 more lnteEstidg (perhaF
only to me) thtn€s happcncd rhilc sarving undc. Capt Riley & Capt Andcr3on, but I'll savc thosc sca
storics for a[otbcr &y, Fair vinds & fo[ortng saaa, Fcllor martlans!

John C, Cook, .Jr. 196&68

N!rVS ui tlte i;L-U,!!l'
for the landlocked ssilor

Thc Navy h.s swatdcd Natlonrl Stccl &
Sblpbuildir{ Co, in Ssn Dlego, a contr.ct to
build a lrcs cl,rss of coEbat lo8lstic6 3hip. Thc
T-AI(E is a der tyF crigo shlp dcsigncd to
r€placc thc agiag AE & AFS,

Thc T-AXE yul bc the 6tat modern Neyy
ship with an inte8ratld clcctrlc drivc propulsioD
systcm. Thc ahip vlll bc dg feet in length ritb
a b.am of 105.6 fect, & a diqft of 29.9 fcct.
Thc ship vill cat.ry TOOO ton€ of dry carSo &
a.dmu.oitio!, & 235OO bafltls of dl6cl & avia-
tlon frlcl.

Th. USS Nimitz cvAN-68 has atrivcd b h.r
ncs hodcport, San Dlcgo. Thc Nidltz f,as b
dry dock tn Virginte thc psst thr€c ycar6. baytng
its two nuclcar rcactots rcfuclcd, Thc Nlmitz
joins thc uss Constellation CvA-64 & IrSs Jobn
C. Stcnnis CVAN-74, who are also hoFeportcd in
San Diego.

Master-at-Arms Force
The Nary is .rpandtng & upgrading its key

securlty force to Fotcct it! shiF & sbora in6tal-
lstloas eSainst teForiso. The Dlriter-at-Arms
forcc ri.ll gror trcd l70O to .bout 9OOO ylthln
6lx ycrrt. To hclp tratn thc addlttoral gcraoD-
nel, tbc Nayy hrs olr.Dad a dcr tcbool It
Norfoll, VA.

Mars History 1973-1978
The shlF blstory for tbc ycars 1973 to 1978

b not Eveilablc. Thcs€ ycar! drd trot lrave aly
ciuisc books & I haye very Uttle iDforErtioa o!

thc 6hip. I do havc a 1973 austcr roU of tbc
anlist d c!'cw, rlth frtll nada3. but hava tro 06-
ccr list.

I lced hclp from thc crcrs of tbesc yeaG.
Any Da.mcs (mising all thc XO's) for thc crct
merDbers, ship movcdcnts, .rhcl.f,bcrc.rhat.
inforEatioD rould be appricatcd.

Send aqrthing you have to Everett R. Jones,

continucd on pagc 13



the Ships Cranr

9/63-r r /06
ro / 6:t-r965
lo/ 63-a / 66
r r /63-1965
r r /691 . /68
rr t63-2 | 67
1l / 63- 1965
12 | 69t t6
12 t63-8 t67
r963- r 965
1963-
rot645 t67
7i 65,9/69
r r /65-5 /67
1965- r96a
6/6e9/64
9 /6e r  r  / 67
1!Xt6
7 /67-7 tA9
12 /67-196a
r967-t9@
7/6E-r2/69
r96A-r972
r 96a-1969
4 t69-t2-7r
a /69-5 /7 |
ro t69 - r r t 70
rL  169 -2  t73
r969- r97()
2 | 7()-6/72
rotT(J-atTl
8 t7 r -8 t72
r9?r-r9?3
4172- t2 t74
5 t?24 t73
5 t724 t?4
r972-1973
r t?3 -8174
r973-r976
1973-1975
1973-
1973-
r976-r9?9
r97Gl97?
1977-1941
197E-r979
1979-r9at
5 tar)-Lz ta3

Gaddis, chlrlc6 D,
Solo6oD, williad D.
Trrvtu, Gary D.
Bigclor, Erncct
Lutz, Gary, L.
Rocksta4 Prul E.
Tolgon, Grry D.
Floecls, Edrerd L.
wcbltcr, Ur$hr.ll B.
Lavcrs, Hrfold T.
Myle8, AJlen B,
Buccb.oer. Jobr E.
Cbavcz, E aast M.
xrillkos, Chsrles A-
Goodbg, Carf R.
BonDc, Grcgory L.
Scdloclq Phtlp J.
Holveck, vcrn
Dqet&o4 Brrl E.
Uc Brtdc, L8rry
Tbodl$ D.vtd W.
Arrdcrlo!, Paul .l"
Grl6.n, Van
Schcaaar, Osco
Biddlc, Ed w.
Cobo[, Guy E.
Stdgcr, Rogcr
Mcachun itohn B.
Ng, Jr.Ec!
Mlrtc. WllllaD [.
Willla.Es, Tcrsncc S.
Watartury, Brlan lry.
Plct , Greg
Orth, Larry W.
Xallec, .ro!.ph P.
Ncrgcaah, Gr€3
Cara.mat, Orl,rndo
Javier. Art B.
Crenshar. Rlchard
Halbc, Don l.
Lu[a, Loltto L.
Rieera, BoDlfrcl
crccrfcld, Mlkc
waltcrc, WillirD
Barsi, Robctt J.
Mllr'tha, Bevea
}lc Caln, l(yle
Martitr" Ruasall D.

_fu,w -{q#%*,
BX3
DI(SN
sK3
sK3
GXG2
MA2
SN
SK3
cs2
AKAN
AXI
AA,2
PEr2
MRFN
sHl
MAA
SN
AN
tNl
LTJS
9Er
Captei[
SN
ADJC
R.Dt2
lc2
LTJg
sK3
rc9
I'P3
BIR,3
R-Ds
FCS
srit
SN
ETR3
sK3
BT3
DFC
BDl3
SN
MUFN
DPz
FN
BUr
MM3
ET
EN3

lst Div
S-2 DiY
92 Div
S2 Div
3rd Div
Supply
Ist Dlv
supply
$3 DiY
92 Dte
6upply
supply
Helo lDct
R Ixv
93 Div
91 Div
92 DIv
Hclo Dct
X IXv
crlr O6ccr
92 DiY
co
2nd IXv
Hclo Dct
OC Dlv
E Dlv
A/Dn€
92 Dlv
E Dtv
9l Dlv
OI Div
OI Div
X Div
$r
2!d DiY
OE IXv
S-2 l)lv
B DiY
Suppry
Dcck

M Div
91 Div
A Die
lst DiY
U Div
OD Div
A Div

Sike3to!, MO
YuE " Az
Poulsbo, WA
Jacksonville, FL
Gerdan Grovc, CA
CoDcaEtc, WA
Seminotc, oK
San Dic8o, CA
San IXcEo, CA
Custcr, WA
Brlntrood, CA
Lr Clcdc, ID
Applc Vdlcy, CA
Fdrpo.t. NY
Bclttagbr.o, wA
Davi! Junction, lL
I SbI&d, m
Whlttlcr, CA
Chcc.ltu, wA
Troy, ID
Kflg.Ltrd, Tx
Atlaltlc B.sch, FL
Reno, I\fV
Atascadcro , CA
Houaton, TX
Southbury, Cf
Scotls.d, UD
Katy, TX
So, Sa! Fre[ctsco, CA
X[ford, DE
OrcE, tlT
S.n Rsfa.f, CA
Gflrhan, OR
Cbanbcrlbrrg, PA
Harford, CA
Roche3tatr, lL
Sen lxego, CA
Sar Dicgo, CA
lf,a.itr" CA
Cottage Ht[8, IL
SeD Dic8o, CA
Chula Viste" CA
Alto, UI
Warrc& lf,I
Ner6rn, CA
Coral SFir33, FL
uaDsficld, uA
Minford, OH



the Ships Creut

7 | 80-1982
r96Gr983
r960-a/ a2
I ta2-9 ta6
I / 83-r285
I / 83-9/ 8t
9 / 8 3 - 6 / 4 6
5 /43-5 / a4
1943,r989
7 ta5-7  t47
r9a&tgaa
r9aGl9Aa
r 98e 1990
r9az,r09r
5iaa-6i9()
lgaa- r 990
ro/ 89-6/92
r99Gr99l
l99l-r.993

Klvanlugh, Jack
Ordray, Bria[
XiDg, Roy
Fajardo, Bob
Chrves. Lub d
Fitch, Rn[dy
Pluta, Uarlk
Mc Grath, Charleo W.
Addis, Ncal A.
Mc Grath, Charlas w'
Lockrood, Edrin
Pendcrtr$i, Stan
Tevlts, L.
Ordodcz, Ncmcalo J.
wal*cr, Phlllp .d
ChoulnE-d, Shrr! F.
Bond, Drvld
Sarrrord, Tcrcsa
I2evers, GrahaE R.

Norfo[r, vA
Cortnth, vf
columbrls, oH
Nort&glenn, CO
Hud3or, MA
Rio, IL
Brysod City, NC
Novato, CA
San Dlego, CA
Noeato, CA
Alvbo, CA
FPO
Srcramento, CA
SllYerdrlc, WA
TooE ub!, XS
El Sobr.ltc, CA
Sen lxego. CA
FFO
VirEinir Beach, VA

Sup Ofi
Dcck
znd IXv
Supply
Dcct
M lxv
OC IXv
N Div
B DiY
Dcck
Supply
A IXv
94 DiY
E Dte
H INY
x Div
H l)lv
Admln
Deck

"Crr* from Msr:", & yolr curreut shipmatcs, as
well es the yourg Fcu & women oI all the Armed
Forces of the UDitcd States, Good Luck, Good
H{llting & most of all, may God b€ your shield &
kecp you sefc, to comc home to those who lovc
you & sait for youi retum.

-{%"/%*
CDR
BU3
SN
D€2
BUI
ur3
RII2
gxc
B';}
Bo3D
LT
LT
sE:t
EX2
HU3
sN
w2
LT
BUCU

For thoac of you that for coFa rrasod just
could trot makr lt to thc Sar Dlcgo ReudoD, I
crD not !per& for tltc othcrr, but I b.d . bhst, &
am looklng forward to the ncrt reslioa.

Ttc only polnt, whaa a3kcd It v. should ca.o-
cel the rcu.olo! bccaula of rorld evcntg, raa
rhy lct the bad Suys ein. So, rc c..@ & rp.Dt
ortr doncy, staycd at thc hotal & tota.Uy cnjoycd
thc rhole fow day3.

EvcD rc thc old hard trosc sca dog6, took
timc out, thbking about tlrc charge ln orr
rorld, & cvcn I got lomethlng tn Ey eye3.

I could urc aomc graphic ltrprd for Norfolk,
pictues of thc locd landEarks. Strdjust
clipFd out of the local nerspdpcr yfll do, Juat
need somc ldeas for gmphics for thc acrslcttcr
& thc rcu.nion ibclf. The graphic abovc isjust
part of thc San Diego slgrline.

From the
Graphic

Desk

I rill takc e fcr moDcnts to say a fcr rords
to thosc mc6bcr3 of thc "Crcv ftottr Mars". that
ar€ still on sctlvc duty: whllc re were baying a
6rcat time st thc Strn Dicgo reunion, mr[y timcs
during thc four day6, altrrost rll of us that arc in
thc, ye old rctlrcd status & k[ow rc havc gon€
beyond thc d3F Eb.d wc d|ay agaln bc caled to
scrvc, it was statcd dary times & agEed to by
all that if csllcd wc rould gladly r€pffit. Dsring
thc .runion 6r.ny of thos€ that rcrc hcrc for
tha reurlon, abo ecr€ able to obscrvc thc fict,
as sceo witb thcir oxn eyes, this gr.at countiy
of ours, is in good brn&t

All of rB, eish ell ectivc mcmbcrs of th.
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We Moum the Passing
of this Shipmatc

-%rh
lbur Slp9ort toa drc ta!*d||tt."

It Graatttr AD9rt<Ltaat

,%- fu*
Yo.r. Suppo.t for dra Lewttc(lar

lr GGady App.eciatL.r,
JohnF.'Tblbad.tu r@.(x)

26.@
29.@
46.m
25.OO

@.@

ro.d)
zo.@
25,(x)
24.@
20.q)
50.q)
2D.(I)
,|a.OO

m.@
ar.d)
2r.(n
60.(D
6{).q)
ro.@

Rlcbdd B. Arrdt
D.lc R- Alh.frft
Ron Eclrl'g
ThoEt3 B. Eactlcr
&Dea G. Eogrr
Jot6 C. Cooh
Art B. Jwlaa
I.ou SalrFlor
Echlllr E. Luccro
Rlaacu D. Mlrth
t on E- Dlvcbr
J.a. f. Narpdt
Lsrt J. XEti!
rhll St blcl
Duarr D, Day
Ecoton D. Wllb.o!
BrL[ W.t lturff
LYid n- C;glldr
WtlItrD D. goloea

Ga.y Tl|d.

Robcrt J. Bdd
I ro.d)

2!.q,
Xtchral W. Oldbro m.@
Gc6ac E. lnn8cf, EO.q,
Dcdl, T. Eu!.bcrf.r fo.d)
Jo..ph n- firol SAfi,
W.lt r L. Coy
Pht[p Xc GEr
C. Xaf Eddt
Tbo6r. E. Lolbt l{t.d)
lt odoft L. Rlddlc 26,q)
AlL.u D. G@dcr:on fOO.d)
Dseid W. Thoals Lo.d)
Krd E, hvtd|o!

DoDdd W. Long

M. Lcl"b U.bic

Bob Schorlhctdc

Job! W. L.lrd

Paul .L A!d!r!o[

24fi
?o..o(t
ro.d,

2!.q)

ro.d,
50.@
16.50
20.@

rq)d)
Jaes rL tuz 25.d)
Rotctr 9triScr n.@
Cbtr!6 X, WUlllE 16.q)

atnotlytlaloa.y $25.OO

Cl-!!cc E. CliDc !O.(xt
lhlc E. BGt !O.d)
Fn d 9dth !O.@
E E FLtcb.r 6O.d,
R!tEord P. GUIE ! 26.@
Phltrp J. S.dloct 6O.(x,
G6.ld C. Ervcn! SOJb
XEvtn l. gnydcr 2t.d)

If you vtab to Erke a
doDatloD. for thc support
of onr Dcvalcttcr, plcslc
Er.kc Jrour chack payable
to tlc MARS REt NION.



L€ss.xpclscs S 619.94

NovcEbci 2oo1 b€lance S 1393.98

coqti.qued froE pagc 7

. WEBSITES .

The Uditcd Strtls Navy:
Http: / / rrs.!cts.navy.mit/

Ttis b at itrforoadve updtted .it. about
today'3 Navy.

http:r, 'w\rw.hullnumber.com
This sire has, page for the USS jUARS.

Over 50 pNs( cre\r 'members have signed in.
.{dd your nrme & bookmark the page fo.
future reference.

B€crusc of those rho sttcddad or lupport d
this past 'runlon, orf rcudon fi.rnd bas 4rotn
sub3tantidly. Bcfotr the rtuliod, $49O t&t ltr
this furd. As of this dcvsletter, tc not have
S2,r49.42. A 3lrccial tbaD* you to thosc tho
donatad to the rcuDjon, doDated ltcE! for a

vcry succcssful bcneflt draFing, & to evcryonc
sho attcnded & supported this fu.od raisilg
event. Your support is greatly appreciated.

Thc rcunion firnd is s€parate frotu t-hc
lcrslcttar fu[d & will b€ uscd on]y for futur€

Mars Ball caps:

It has bccr srrggcatcd that rc look into tbc
purcbasiag ball cags. Thc bate yould havc thc
silhoucttc of thc ship wit-h USS U.{RS A-FS I oa
it.. I *.ill look into this & wi.U mrl(c thc or.dcr if
apFoved.

Mars Reunion T-Shirts:

Thc Reudol 2@1 T-shirts f,.-r€
a big succ*s & re still l|aYe d fer
avai.lablc. Tbc cost i! Sl3,5O.
rhich iacludcs postagc. Tbc aizcs
r . r e S - M - L & X l .  W o r  -  t b c  E a L
& X.m.'3 sold out.

Plcasa 6aka checks p6f6blc to
MARS R.EITIIION & a.il to Evcett
Jooca.

You ca.a ako d|akc a prl.chas€ &
donate thc ablrt b the Norfolk
Reunion B€ncdt draring. I riU
iqlurc tbe 3hin i3 doaatcd in yora
DAID€.

Mars Reunion
Committee:

As iq thc p63t, I haec ask d to hav. s€veial
pcoplc to bc otr ou' rcuniotr edvilory co.omittee.
For thc Norfolk Reunion, I tb..nh t-he3a 3hip-
6atca for thcir futur advisc od th upcoming
rruiiotr- Ron Hanni'g (1967-70), Gcorgc
Johnson 11963{6), L€r Mabic {1969-71), Daeid
R.cd {rgGg-7o) & Don Wclch l19&68).

I bave rtcciycd scvcra.l suggeltlon! froE oth-
crl & thcy art Eost rclcoEc. Yor!'idc&s &
opiliots ar! idportrlt & alraF rclcoac.

E4

{ Statement of
tr Account
\ e+.o...,

\ "o"o*. ,*o. s29 r.69
\\ Checks s€rricc cb8rgc S 6.00

f 
?rin_-ting- ocrstcttcrs 

:r::.:9tr' Envelopcs S 26.33

fl rot"t s619.9a
a /  . . . . . . . .

,/ Yav 2OOl balancc S 2Or.42
! :fcFslcttcr doratlotrs S 1602.00
t\ Ssvirgs intcrest S 10.54

I!- Tota.l s2or 3.96

Mars Reu.nion Fund:

contiruad on pegc 14
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Newsletter

Unforturately, I haec bad to remove soEc
namca &om thc ocrslcttcr mailln* lbt, lrecausc
of the l,ick of intere3t. We hevc no ducs, but thc
cost orst bc aharcd by a.ll. If lrou havc not su!}
portcd thc cost f,ith a 3mall donation, it will
b€coEc trcccssary to reEovc your [amc from the
mriung Ust. Wc ca'rnot ask other3 to 3upport
urc ertl'r co3ts. The nerslcttcr moncy is u.t€d
ody for tbc cost of thc ncrslett.r & the nccas-
lary costs of corr!3pondence. A chcck for
Sf O.@ r l8oalotgsays. Make echcck
payeblc to MARS REITMON & mail to 1947
Gothem St.. Chul6 Vtsta" CA 91913.

Master Mrt ng List:

Plen! arc to havc d new & updatcd Eslli.ag
list publbhcd in thc Dcrt ncr3lettcr. Any addl-
tiodl or chr.aes to your addiess, phone dudbcr
or e-ma lhodd be sclt to mc by thc cnd of
JaaurrJr 2OO2.

Thc ncxt 3chcduled ncElcttcr rul bc oailcd
6ftc. Tar D.y, April 15, 2OO2

Everctt R. Jodca

Salutes to America

wc hold thcar truths to bc sclt-cyidcat. tbat
all ocn ar€ crcstcd cqual, tbat thcy ara alrdorcd
by theli Crrator ritb ccrtair unalicnablc Rights,
thet amoag thcac are Life, Llbcrty & thc pursuit
of Happincas.

.Decleration of IndcpeEdence,
i! Congre3s, July 4, f7?6.

on;EW r.ROM ManS
DIRECTC'RT

lest minute addltlons'%*-ffi-;

l , * i i
il l
il na??azK,'t/,t li


